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1ST ANNUAL QUARTER PLACE
COMMUNITY TRIBUTE

October 15th, 2022 kicked off the first of what is to be-
come the Annual Tribute to the Quarter Place Community at Red
Hill. The event was a huge success, bringing together once again
members of our nearby community, descendants, and other guests
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from—in addition to Virginia—Maryland, Washington D.C., Penn-
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HoLipAY OPEN HOUSE
DELIVERS ON CHEER

With festive greenery
adorning the historic buildings,
acoustic holiday music floating
around the grounds, and cider
mulling on the kitchen hearth, Red
Hill was filled with holiday spirit
for our annual Christmas Open
House. Over 170 visitors joined us
for the event, which included tours
of the historic buildings and Quar-
ter Place, led by members of the
Patrick Henry Auxiliary, as well
as hot apple cider and homemade
cookies served from the kitchen.
The historic buildings were beauti-
tully decorated by the Red Hill
Garden Club with wreaths, gar-
lands, and centerpieces of natural
foliage. On the lawn, visitors of

all ages played historical games or
made decorations with citrus fruits
and cloves. It was an afternoon full
of merriment, with a few special
surprises.

Those who visited the mu-
seum room were given a unique
opportunity to get up-close with
history. For the first time, Red Hill
offered guests the chance to hold
a Patrick Henry artifact from our
collections, which in this case, was
Henry’s famous paper cutter. After
donning nitrile gloves, guests could
hold and be photographed with the
ivory paper cutter, which Henry
himself had clutched while he cried,
“Give me liberty or give me death!”
in 1775. (continued on page 3)
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From the Red Hill Collection

1786 LAND GRANT TO PATRICK HENRY

During Patrick Henry’s five terms as Virginia's
governor, he signed hundreds of documents known as
land grants which gifted real estate by the government
to an individual. These grants incentivized coloniza-
tion of the new Commonwealth, and with the estab-
lishment of the Land Ordinance of 1785, encouraged
expansion west of the Appalachian Mountains. Vet-
erans often received land grants in return for military
service instead of backpay.

Of the thirteen land grants in our museum col-
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According to the grant, it was issued to Henry as a reward for his military service in the American Revolution,
which began with Henry taking his Hanover County militia company toward Williamsburg in 1775. On April 21st Lord
Dunmore had seized gunpowder from the magazine belonging to the government. Outraged Virginians called for ac-
tion, and on May 2nd Henry arrived near Williamsburg to demand compensation for the gunpowder. A member of the
Governor’s Council agreed to pay the value of the powder without a shot fired. As a result of Henry’s march, Dunmore
issued a proclamation against “a certain Patrick Henry, of the County of Hanover, and a Number of his deluded Follow-
ers’, but this did not stop fifteen county committees from approving Henry’s actions. (keep reading below)

(continued from above)

Henry then joined the Second
Continental Congress in Philadelphia
in May 1775. While he was away, the
Virginia Convention authorized the
creation of two provincial regiments
on July 17th, called the First and
Second Virginia Regiments. Patrick
Henry was made colonel of the First
Virginia, which was composed of

six musket and two rifle companies.
Each company consisted of sixty-eight
enlisted men, for a total of almost
550 men under Henry’s command. In
September, Henry was further placed
in charge of all of Virginia’s forces.
Henry did much to recruit
troops, and even organized a navy;
however, Henry saw no action himself

and some feared he was too radical to
be a military leader. In February 1776,
Virginia’s forces were accepted into
the new Continental Line authorized
by Congress, with Henry being
placed under the command of a
former subordinate. Feeling slighted
by this demotion, Henry resigned

his commission and returned to the



HoLIDAY OPEN HOUSE (Conr.)

(Continued from page 1)

Keep an eye out for opportunities
to hold an artifact at future Red Hill
events!

Another surprise came in the
form of a generous gift from Don
and Dianna Jones: a new tin kitchen,
handcrafted in Colonial Williams-
burg. Tin kitchens, also called reflec-
tor ovens, were used in 18th-century
hearth cooking to more efficiently
roast foods by reflecting the fire’s
heat on all sides. Auxiliary members
working in the kitchen that day were
pleasantly surprised when Mr. and
Mrs. Jones walked in and presented
them with the new cookware. We are
grateful to the Joneses for their gift,
which is sure to become a treasured

new part of Living History cooking
demonstrations.

As our final event of 2022,
Christmas Open House closed out
a busy year on a note of cheer and
celebration. With plenty of events
planned for 2023 (including some
new ones!), we are looking forward to
what the new year has in store. .=

...a note of cheer and celebration.

Virginia Convention the
following spring.

Ten years after his service, this
land grant was finally issued to Henry.
It was printed on vellum (calfskin)
which was considered a high-quality
material of the day. The original wax
seal containing the embossed seal of
the Commonwealth is still in won-

derful condition. Unfortunately, the
document was at one time framed
and on display by a previous owner
which caused the ink to fade, making
much of the handwritten information
illegible. Technological means may be
used to help decipher these words in
the future.

The collection at Red Hill is

proud to steward this and many other
documents owned by Patrick Henry;
however, many of these are almost
250 years old and require professional
stabilization. If you are interested

in supporting Red Hill through the
conservation of our priceless letters,
land grants, or artworks, please let us
know! ==



INDEPENDENCE DAY TRADITIONS

The July 4th event for 2022 was
another great success! Visitors en-
joyed the various offerings of the day
at Red Hill, which included plenty of

food, live music by The Brown Broth-
ers, lots of history, and—of course—
one of the largest fireworks displays
in the area. Visitors were also invited

to experience the beauty and history
of the Quarter Place with docent-led
tours on the scenic trail, through
the sites of the African American

...one of the largest fireworks displays in the area!

QUOTES

—>IN<«

CONTEXT

“Reader, whoever thou art,
practice virtue yourself and
encourage it in others.”

—Patrick Henry's will,
November 20, 1798

A sealed envelope was found
with Patrick Henry’s will. Inside was
a copy of the resolutions he presented
to the Virginia Assembly in 1765 con-
cerning the Stamp Act. On the back
was a note he wrote describing his
actions leading to the resolutions and
the colonies’ (states) ultimate decision
to pursue independence from Great
Britain. The final paragraph expressed
caution:

"Whether this will prove a bless-
ing or a curse will depend upon the use

our people make of the blessings which
a gracious God hath bestowed upon us.
If they are wise, they will be great and
happy. If they are of a contrary nature,
they will be miserable. Righteousness
alone can exalt them as a nation.
Reader! Whoever thou art, remember
this, and in thy sphere practice virtue
yourself and encourage it in others."

Henry was dedicated to the
cause of American liberty and, for
him, a critical key to preserving it was
virtue. Other Founding Fathers had a
similar view.

In the struggle for indepen-
dence, they believed a “virtuous
people” could endure the hardship
of conflict and create an American
republic. In their estimation, virtue

had to exist in two areas, private and
public. On the personal level, indi-
viduals needed to be morally upright
to face dire challenges, withstand
temptation, make wise decisions and
oppose actions that would cost them
freedom. At the same time, there
was need to express “public virtue,” a
willingness to put self-interests aside
in order to contribute to the common
good. Common good was a common
theme.

In the decades following the war
for independence, Henry was dis-
mayed at what he saw as the decline
of both private and public virtue.
Ideals that once created bonds among
people yearning for freedom had
given way to  (continued on page 14)

Quotes in Context is a recurring newsletter feature in which we explore the historical, political, and cultural context
that helps to inform the meaning and significance of some of Patrick Henry's famous quotes.



community at Red Hill.

As one of our longest-running
annual events, attending Red Hill’s
Independence Day is a tradition for

many of our neighbors, as well as

for folks from much further afield
who travel in to celebrate the holiday
Patrick Henry-style. What many don’t

realize as they enjoy the festivities is
that there are several months of work
that go into making sure the event
(keep reading below)

comes together

(continued from above)

and delivers all the things that make
it special to our guests year after year!
The dedicated volunteers and Red
Hill staff are nothing if not detail-ori-
ented—from the moment a carful of

visitors arrive to the final crescendo of

the fireworks show. They take pride in
making sure every year improves on
the last, while always providing that
familiar Red Hill magic for those who
have come to view it as part of their
own family tradition for the day.

The event has certainly grown
since those years when the “Liberty
or Death” speech was delivered in
the courtyard of the Visitor’s Center!
Patrick Henry Jolly has participated,
giving tours and delivering “Liberty
or Death” as Mr. Henry, since joining
the popular event in the early 2000’s.
He says, “It’s exciting to hear how
many folks make July 4th at Patrick
Henry’s Red Hill an annual fam-
ily tradition.” Hats off also to local

and state law enforcement and local
first responders who were present
throughout the day! No matter how
the event has grown over 40 years ago,
the peace and serenity of the “garden
spot,” which Patrick Henry and his
family enjoyed over two centuries ago,
still exists today. We're already look-
ing forward to making the 2023 cel-
ebration the best ever! It's one of our
favorite traditions—consider making
it one of yours! .#==




For Giving to Support the Legacy §of Patrick Henry

While Red Hill is the National Memorial to Patrick Henry, so designated by the United States Congress and the
President, the Foundation receives no government support and depends on the thoughtful contributions of
organizations and individuals like those represented on the following pages.

The following is a list of 2022 gifts, grants, and bequests received January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2022. If your name
is not listed, it may be because: we made a mistake; you asked that your gift remain anonymous; or your gift was recorded
before or after the dates stated above. Every effort is given to ensure the accuracy of this contributions list. If we have
overlooked your name or made an error, please accept our apologies and advise Hope Marstin, Chief Executive Officer, at
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CINDY R. SMITH
Melissa Hiles

MR. GENE SMITH
Mr. & Mrs. Rob Merryman

STACY STRICKLAND
Cody Youngblood

Jack J. WEYMOUTH
Nate Weymouth

DoTTIE YATES
Amelia Hancock
Fran Wydner

CopY YOUNGBLOOD
Matilda and John Bradshaw
GIFTS IN MEMORIAM

ANN TRENT ALFORD
Dolly E. Pugh

DoNALD L. ALLISON
George Allison

MY ANCESTORS WHO LIVED
HERE FROM 1600
Joan Claire Wilson

RAY BAIRD
James & Hope Marstin
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2022 DONORS
-

LINDA BARGER ALL DECEASED ENSLAVED HUMANS PATRICK HENRY

Barry Barger

PINKY BATES
W. Murrie Bates, Jr.

SARAH BRANCH
Mark Branch

MRs. EpiTH H. BROOKS
Ms. Joan Logan Brooks

MARK & HELEN BURNETT
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald C. Burnett

NANCY KATHLEEN POFF BUTTON

Gene & Anne Smith

MRsS. BRENDA CAREY
Rona Collins

MRs. EUGENE B. CASEY
Hope & James Marstin

GARY COLBERT
Betty Carol C. Colley

DoNALD CREATH
Robert Creath

CLYDORA CRISPEN
Clydene Stokes

LiNDA CUTHBERTSON
Kermit & Linda Kanode

BoB DEAN
Katharine Dean

RUTH & J. ACREE DEVIN, SR.
William B. Devin

GENE B. D1xoON, JRr.
Bobby A. Howard

JAMES STONE EASLEY
Bee Edmunds Espy
Carl Espy, IV

SusAN CHASTAIN EDMONSON
Frank E. Booker, III

BELLA GRACE ELDER
Melissa Carwile

Hope & James Marstin
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Wydner

ERNEST ELSEVIER
Alician V. Quinlan

DRr. JaAMES ELsON
Ms. Connie Crutchfield

Ms. Deborah Kaufman

DR. JoHN ERPENBACH
Hope & James Marstin

STEPHEN H. FORE
Donna Fore

L.H. AND MARIE FOSTER
Amy and Ted Humphrey

SIDNEY FOSTER
Mr. Charles McDowell, I1I

PAUL & GLENN FRANCIS
Hope & James Marstin

SHELLEY FRANCIS
Grayson & Sandra Francis

EuNICE TRENT GARRETT
Melissa Carwile

Jean Elliott

Mike Ford

Jenny Foster

James & Hope Marstin
Robin Pritt

Dolly E. Pugh

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Wydner
Dottie Yates

GINNY HERNDON GENTRY
James & Hope Marstin
Gene & Anne Smith

KEITH GILLIAM
James & Hope Marstin

LoRENE D. GILLIAM
Frances Anne L. Thackston

MR. PAuL GILLIAM
Melissa Carwile

Hope & James Marstin
Gene & Anne Smith

JAY GUTHRIE
Hope & James Marstin

BiLL HALL
Jean Elliott

GERALDINE HoLT ELDER HARPER

Gene & Anne Smith

LiNpDA Lu HARPER
Bill & Donna Green

JoAN HEALY
David Healy

LTC W.C. Fowlkes, Ret.

VELVA VIRGINIA HENRY
John Cinelli

HAROLD & KATHERINE HOLMAN

Marilyn Holman

BETTY & JiMmMmY HOLT
John & Judy Hedrick

CLEO HoLT
C. Steve Holt

MRs. KATHY HOwWARD
Hope & James Marstin

EDpDIE HUGHES
James & Hope Marstin

BERNICE JEAN
Bill & Donna Green

JEAN GALE JOEL
Jimmy & Patti Addison
Patricia Dwyer

Bob, Sue, Role, & Chris Gatehouse

John Joel

Jane Kessler

Margaret Lamar King
Barbara Lukes

Sally & Todd Lynch
Hope Marstin

Edward McDonnell
Kathryn & John Richard

BoBBY JONES
James & Hope Marstin

DRrREw KADANE
Douglas Kadane

CHRISTOPHER & KAYLEIGH
Mr. Charlie Price

NaNcy CASEY KELLY
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Casey

FRANCES VOORHEES KELSEY
Patricia Kelsey Schultz
Marjorie Kelsey White

IDpoNA LAMBERT-THOMAS
Gail Adams

MAUREEN R. LAwTON
Gregory G. Lawton

SARAH G. LOOPER
Joseph W. Looper, DDS
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AGNES MEREDITH LOWRY
Agnes Lee Lowry-Campbell

NED LUNSFORD
James & Hope Marstin

CAROLYN M. LUSARDI
DeeDee Cox

Jim MANN
Gene & Anne Smith

DOROTHY & EARL MARSTIN
Curly & Darlene Marstin

DARWIN MASON
Jean Elliott
Gene & Anne Smith

HARRIET POINDEXTER MASON
Melissa Carwile
Hope & James Marstin

VIRGINIA F. MCDANIEL
Ms. Lisa Ramos

Joyce HoLT MCDOWELL
Mrs. Ann Hunt

Mr. Hal Lux

James & Hope Marstin

W. B. & Susan Owen

JouN MCHANEY
James McHaney

ELEANOR MIHAL
Victor Mihal

BiLLY MONROE
Mary Monroe

MARILYN E. MOORHEAD
Mr. J. David Moorhead

DARRYL T. MYERS
Karen C. Myers

PEGGY NORTON
Michele VanHoesen

MARGARET NUTTLE
Chris & Steve Sinkhorn

MARY BARADALL PALMER
Bonnie Pierce

MARTIN PARIS
Irving Paris

DAvID CHRISTIAN PAULETTE
Sarah Paulette

INES C. PETERSON
John & Ines Peterson

EpiTH CABANISS POINDEXTER
Ms. Joan Brooks

James & Virginie Cabaniss

Mrs. Ann Hunt

James & Hope Marstin

Cole & Judy Poindexter

Rachael Rutledge

BiLL PuGH
Dr. William E. Albers

KATHLEEN ANN RoAcH
Pete & Betsy Hamlett
Anissa & Jay Taylor

ESTELLA ROYSTER
Jay & Anissa Taylor

PAGE WALLER SAMPSON
Julie Reimann

PHILIP M. SHERIDAN
Philip O. Sheridan

GENE SMITH

Melissa Carwile

Terry Colbert & Family

Dee Dee Cox

Bruce Curtin

Melvin & Karen Elder

Steve & Pat Elder

Watt Foster Family Foundation
Skip & Beth Fox

Dexter G. Gaines

Capt. & Mrs. Cameron Gillespie
Dexter & Sevanne Gilliam
Virgil H. Goode, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. James D. Holden, Sr.
Patrick Henry Jolly

Bill & Becky Jones

Mike & Catherine Madden
Hope & James Marstin

Roll)) Merryman

Holly & Turner Perrow

Cole Poindexter

Ms. Dolly F. Pugh

Brenda Guthrie Short

Anissa & Jay Taylor

Libby UHI‘U.{I & Family

CORINNE SHIPP STARKE
Edward Starke

MEG TiBBS
John Kable
Robin Kable

EDGAR & JEANNE TRENT
Don & Renee T. Maxey

DR. WINSTON A. TUSTISON
David C. Olsen
Janet L. Stearns

VIRGINIA CASEY VISNICH
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Casey

IrRvIN D. WALKER
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Powell (Deborah)

WiLLIAM WALLER
Pamela P. Waller

PAT WALTERS
James & Hope Marstin
Gene & Anne Smith

BETTY LEE WARNER
Susan Warner

BRENT WEBBER
Gene & Anne Smith

BoBBY W. WELCH
Jennifer Egas

MARY RICHARDSON WHEELER
Dr. Clara Belle Wheeler

TiM WINSTON
James & Hope Marstin

GIFTS IN KIND

Dr. Jim Ambuske
Kevin Andrews
Shawn Barksdale
Ramona Battle

Dr. Gloria Braxton
Jenny Cote

Mark Couvillon
Sasha Erpenbach
Dr. Alexi Garrett
Pete George
Patrick Henry Jolly
Don & Diana Jones
Kermit & Rhonda Jones
Mrs. Carris Kocher
Kim LaPrade
James Marstin
Grace Olsen
Ernest Richardson
Anne Smith
Sheron White
Peighton Young
Cody Youngblood



INTO THE HISTORY

Have you ever wondered what
secrets and stories the red soil of
these grounds might be harboring,
just waiting to be discovered? The
history of Red Hill is one with many
chapters, not all of which have been
preserved equally over the centuries
and decades. That’s why, starting this
May, we're excited to begin taking a
closer look at what there might be
to uncover with an on-site archaeo-
logical excavation and research! This

summer, we will focus this fieldwork
on exploring an area northwest of the
Henry House, where several 19th and
early 20th century structures used to
stand.

The structures included a do-
mestic building, an ice house, and a
kitchen—each of which could yield
new information about the people

who lived in and used these spaces. By

starting our archaeological research in
this area, we hope to produce find-

ings from the project that will help to
expand and fill in the Red Hill narra-
tive to include more information in
particular about the sharecroppers
who lived here until the mid-20th
century.

Digging deeper into Red Hill’s
history will require some extra
hands—and you may be surprised to
hear that yours are qualified! We are

QUARTER PLACE TRIBUTE (Conr.)

(Continued from page 1)

and North Carolina. Gratifying for
all involved in planning the program
of the day was praise from many of
the descendants, who expressed their
approval of the event and of “what Red
Hill continues to do to honor [their]
ancestors”” This praise was echoed by
Shawn Barksdale, host of the podcast
“Ten Minutes of Truth,” who shared his

thoughts on the tribute concluding “if
soil could speak our ancestors would be
proud of this day”

The program for the day began in
the Casey Education Center with open-
ing remarks by CEO Hope Marstin,
Director of Community Engagement
Takisha Fowlkes, and Shawn Barksdale.
The audience also enjoyed the return of
the Kuumba Dance Ensemble of Lynch-

burg, Virginia, who first performed at the
Quarter Place Trail dedication ceremony
a little over a year ago. Several songs were
performed by Ms. Morgan Gafford. The
audience watched a recorded presentation
by Veronica Jackson of Jackson Design
Group sharing her artistic design for a
memorial at the Quarter Place Cemetery.
This was shared in order to receive feed-
back from the audience about the design.
Next there was a presentation by Cura-
tor Cody Youngblood on the upcoming
Enslaved Cabin Exhibition.




opening volunteer opportunities to
participate in the dig to anyone inter-
ested in learning more and engaging
in some hands-on archaeology under
the supervision of our dig team.
During the summer, volunteers will
help with the physical excavation and
recovery of artifacts. In the winter,
when the weather puts a pause on
outdoor activities, volunteer work will
turn toward processing the artifacts.
Equipment and guidance will be
provided by professionally trained
archaeologists, so have no fear if this
would be your first experience with
this type of endeavor!

Whether you come dig with
us for a single day or volunteer on a
weekly basis, you'll have the chance
to engage hands-on with history and
help uncover more of Red Hill’s story.

Keep an eye out for upcoming infor-
mation about how to get involved! If
you are visiting Red Hill or Virginia
in general for vacation this summer,
you could join us and volunteer for an
unforgettable and unique experience
with your family. Children under 15
are welcome if accompanied by an
adult.

The project is headed by Dr.
Brian Bates, who has over two de-
cades of experience teaching Archae-
ology at the Longwood Institute of
Archaeology, Longwood University,
Farmville, VA. Co-heading the dig
will be J. Craig Rose, an archaeologist
and principle investigator for Domin-
ion Research Group in Midlothian,
VA, working to identify and assess
historic properties in the Greater
Richmond area. From the Red Hill

PHOTOGRAPH OF ONE OF THE
NORTHWESTERN STRUCTURES, CIRCA 1912.

Staff, Lucia Butler will be taking the
lead in project coordination alongside
Bates and Rose.

This project is made possible
by funding from the E. Stuart James
Grant Charitable trust. ==

...help uncover more of Red Hill's story.

The morning session ended with
Joshua Augustus Clemons—a guest
author at the surprising and impressive
age of 8 years old—giving a reading of
his book Clemons Van Forers Freedom
about an enslaved man’s pursuit of free-
dom through the love he shares with his
family. During the mid-day lunch break,
Joshua stuck around for a meet-and-greet
and signed copies of his book for guests
to purchase. Face painting, tours, and
colonial games gave everyone a casual
chance to continue exploring more of the

grounds, before resuming the afternoon
program at the Quarter Place Enslaved
Cemetery with remarks by Dr. Gloria
Braxton, a descendant of the enslaved
population. A final Kuumba performance
closed out the day.

All of the festivities were captured
by Ernest Richardson, CEO of I Work
You Play, LLC. Not only did he video the
entire event, but he also videoed podcast
segments with Shawn Barksdale and a
variety of guests in attendance, such as
Peighton Young, Red Hill’s researcher for

Quarter Place, child-author Joshua Clem-
ons and his grandmother, staff members,
and many other attendees. More photos
were taken by Tonya Nicole Photography.
You can find videos of the event,
more history of Red Hill’s enslaved com-
munity, as well as episodes of “Ten Min-
utes of Truth” featuring Hope Marstin,
Takisha Fowlkes, and Patrick Henry Jolly.
Check them all out at redhill.org/quarter-
place, and make plans to join us later this
year for the 2nd Annual Tribute to the
Quarter Place Community! &=
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QUOTES IN CONTEXT (Conr.)

(Continued from page 4)

individual selfishness. Even public
officials used their positions for per-
sonal gain. Near the end of his life, he
watched contentious political parties
emerge that he believed would divide
and weaken the nation.

Christianity influenced Henry’s
life and practice of virtue. His pub-
lic speeches often contained biblical
references and he told his daughter
that he considered religion to be of
greater value than politics. In January
1799, he wrote a letter to Archibald
Blair in which he stated that “virtue,
morality and religion” formed armor
that would protect them. This combi-
nation was important to Henry and
his vision of American society and the
republic. &=

FOR MORE ON THIS QUOTE, SEE:

Patrick Henry: Life, Correspondence,
and Speeches by William Wirt Henry,
Vol. I, pp. 81-82.

"What Would Henry Say About The
Need for Virtue" by Mark Couvillion,
Patrick Henry National Memorial
Newsletter, Winter 2017.

TO READ MORE BY PATRICK HENRY,
SEE:

Patrick Henry: Life, Correspondence,
and Speeches by William Wirt Henry,
3 Volumes. Published by Sprinkle
Publications, Harrisonburg, Virginia,
1993.

Patrick Henry in His Speeches, Writ-
ings and in the Words of His Contem-
poraries. Compiled and Annotated by
James M. Elson. Published by War-
wick House Publishers, Lynchburg,
Virginia, 2007.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

This edition of "Quotes in Context" was
written by guest-author Keith Schrum.
Keith is a retired state history museum
curator (Colorado) and supporter of
Red Hill who seeks to keep Patrick
Henry's legacy alive. Keith and his wife
strive to educate people on Henry's
words and wisdom so that readers can
become informed, engaged citizens who
actively serve their communities. Keith
first visited Red Hill several years ago
and since then has conducted research,
like this article, on Henry's words and
their significance.

$25 /

Captain Staunton's River

BY HERMAN GINTHER

Historic points of interest from the past that were near the
Staunton River in Charlotte & Campbell counties.

VALID THROUGH APRIL 30, 2023




FACES OF

RED HILL

CODY YOUNGBLOOD

This issue, we're delighted to
introduce you to Cody Youngblood,
Red Hill’s Curator! As curator, Cody
presides over the museum collec-
tion—and so much more.

After starting out as a Visitor
Center Associate, where he first got a
taste of things here at Red Hill, Cody
found himself becoming more and
more fascinated specifically by the
unique and varied artifacts in the
museum collection. Cody followed
that interest, spending more and more
of his time working on the collection
and improving the management and
cataloging of items until it only made
sense to make the work official by
naming him to the role of Curator!

It’s the fulfillment of a longtime love
and pursuit of history for Cody. He
comes to us with an impressive educa-
tional background preparing him for

his current position, holding a
B.A. in Historic Preservation
and Museum Studies from
the University of Mary Washington,
and an M. A. in the Conservation of
Historic buildings from the University
of York in England.

Since becoming curator, he's
catalogued and added a whopping
250 objects into the collection, and
led the design of new exhibitions tell-
ing the story of Red Hill and the many
who lived here—including the devel-
opment of an upcoming exhibition for
the Enslaved Cabin.

Asked about a favorite memory
(so far) of his work at Red Hill, Cody
shared a moment that occurred only
a few months back. “While conduct-
ing a tour of the cemetery to an
elementary school teacher,” he said, “I
noticed she began to tear up. She said

“This is just amazing. So powerful’
After taking some photos, she told me
that ‘every student needs to see this.
I'm going to show all my classes these
pictures and encourage them to visit!
I was moved by her emotions, which
reminded me that the work we do to
not only to preserve, but to interpret
this site, is so important. I hope every-
one who comes to Red Hill and the
Quarter Place feels the same way”
Cody’s passion for his subject is
palpable when he speaks about what
makes working at Red Hill such a spe-
cial opportunity. His favorite view is
from the Law Office, taking in the re-
constructed Henry house, the fig trees
planted in the 1830, the 350-year-old
Osage Orange,  (keep reading below)

...niot only to preserve, but to interpret is so important.

(continued from above)

and the open fields beyond. His favor-
ite season is Fall, when the colors light
up the grounds in red and orange.
And it is all underscored by a respect
and admiration for the man himself,
Patrick Henry, that goes beyond his
most famous moments. In fact, Cody
says, it is the humanity of Patrick
Henry that intrigues him most.
“Patrick Henry was human,” Cody
says. “Yes, he was a Founding Father,
an incredible orator, and a skilled
politician, but he was also a compli-
cated man with internal struggles.

Many of his early biographers placed
Henry on a pedestal of mythical pro-
portions, but in reality, Henry was just
like us. This flawed yet accomplished
person did more than say ‘Give me
liberty or give me death. He was also
a husband, a father (of 17 children), a
grandfather (of 77), and an enslaver of
people. I hope America can see Henry
in this way.”

We're certainly lucky to have
someone with Cody’s talent and
enthusiasm working hard to inter-
pret the history of Red Hill for our
visitors. In each new exhibit, Cody
pours hours of thought and care and

research, always making sure that we
are improving in how we tell visi-
tors the narrative of Red Hill, and do
justice to the legacy of Patrick Henry.
Come see the fruits of his labor and
let him convince you, too, to become
fascinated with a museum collection
that he calls “one of the strongest col-
lections relating to a Founding Father.
Everything from Patrick Henry’s
telescope to his desks and even a door
lock he purchased with funds received
from a murder trial are here.

Where else can you get all that
in one place?”. &=

In an effort to recognize the people whose devotion and passion keep the site running, the Newsletter
features a “Faces of Red Hill” series that introduces readers to the individuals who help Red Hill to thrive.
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L1vING HISTORY DAYS AT Upcoming
RED HiLL! Events

) J— March 20th
Looking for a hands-on way to learn about colonial life [VIRTUAL] ARCHAEOLOGICAL
ADVENTURES: DIGGING UP
and the Founding Fathers? Our Living History Days are NEW STORIES ON THE QUAR-

TER PLACE
See website for details.

a great way for kids of all ages to get a glimpse of what life

was like in a way that will create lasting memories. To get [A\?I%IT%;};] Tsiesr TBisoias JEloiie
. i —_—— N RISON: THE EDWARDIAN AGE
in touch with us about bringing your group please email & CoMES TO RED HILL

, See website for details.
us at info@redhill.org! April 21st

OME EDUCATOR's DAY
Advance registration required.




