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ment of Historic Resources, 
and the Virginia Conservation 
Association. The panel also in-
cludes an independent conser-
vator. This year a total of 23 ap-
plications were received. Each 
panel member reviews each 
application using a rubric to 
score each. They then come to-
gether as a group, present their 
individual ratings, and discuss 
the items until they narrow the 
options down to ten. The final 
decision and winner will be 
determined by voting open to 
the public through the Vir-
ginia Association of Museums’ 
website. The two institutions 
that receive 

 We are pleased and 
honored to announce that Red 
Hill has been given the op-
portunity to participate in the 
Virginia Association of Mu-
seums Endangered Artifacts 
program this year. Our entry 
into the program was chosen 
as one of the top ten applicants 
to be entered into voting for 
the chance to win funding for 
the conservation of a particular 
item of historic value. The top 
ten list of artifacts was chosen 
by a review panel comprised 
of a representative from the 
VAM’s partner organizations: 
Library of Virginia, Preserva-
tion Virginia, Virginia Depart-

 The Christmas Open House was the perfect way to kick off the 
holiday season with a colonial flair at Red Hill. It was a chilly overcast 
afternoon, but it did not stop our local visitors from enjoying the spirit of 
the season.
 In the colonial era, the choice of and reasoning behind Christ-
mas decorations was very simple. During the  (continued on page 13)

(continued on page 2)



Endangered Artifact List (Cont.)
(Continued from page 1)

the most votes will receive awards of 
$4,000 and $3,000 respectively toward 
the conservation of their endangered 
artifacts. 
 For our entry into the con-
test, Myra Trent wrote an application 
submitting the 1823 Plat of Red Hill. 
The plat includes a hand-drawn map 
of Red Hill with the original latitude/

longitude descriptions as well as key 
details about the placement of now-
lost roads and natural identifiers. As 
Myra stated in her write-up of the 
artifact, “the preservation of this plat 
is essential to our ability to further 
interpret and restore the original 
property. The plat points out natural 
boundaries on the property that are 

still here today. To have this artifact 
restored would mean that this piece 
of history will live on here at Red 
Hill. It will continue to tell a piece 
of the Henry story here in Campbell 
and Charlotte counties.” Bob Miller, 
appraiser with Farmer Auctions in Sa-
lem, VA came to Red Hill to appraise 
some other artifacts. He saw the plat 

 Our 2018 Bluegrass, Barbecue, & Brew 
Festival was an absolute hit! The weather 
was perfect and the grounds were filled with 
over 1,700 visitors. Many were “returnees” 
from previous years’ festivals, some of whom 
attend every year as a tradition. We also had 
many who were new to both the festival and 
to Red Hill. The sun was shining and it was a 
beautiful day to be outside on our grounds. 
Our docents volunteered in many capacities 
by interpreting the historic buildings and 
grounds, pouring beer, helping visitors and 
assisting in other crucial duties throughout 
the day. Many of the guests took advantage 
of the tours in the historic buildings as part 
of their festival ticket. They also visited our 

museum, viewed our orientation video and 
shopped in the museum gift shop. 
 This year the musical stage featured 
Breaking Grass, Nothin’ Fancy, and Joe 
Mullins and the Radio Ramblers. This was 
a return visit for Breaking Grass, always an 
audience favorite. It was also an encore for 
Nothin’ Fancy, who have an enthusiastic 
following and are very supportive of our 
event by letting us promote the BB&B at 
their September festival held in Buena 
Vista, VA every year. Joe Mullins and the 
Radio Ramblers quickly became impressed 
with Patrick Henry and Red Hill. Joe,  a big 
history buff, took advantage of the docent 
tours between 

BB&B Success

(continued on page 14)
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 Upon entering the E. Stuart James Grant Museum at Red Hill, most objects 
can be easily identified. However, over Patrick Henry’s fiddle hangs an instru-
ment that belonged to Dorothea Henry. The instrument looks slightly like a 
mandolin. This unusual piece is called an English guitar, and it is very difficult 
to categorize into one family. Still today, there are debates over whether this in-
strument is considered a guitar or “cittern.” If our instrument could be played, 
it would have a distinctly Irish tone, which closely relates it to the cittern. The 
instrument was introduced to English society in the 1750s, and though it was 
wildly popular at the end of the 18th century, its popularity faded soon after. 
The first showcase of the English guitar was in the 1753 play, “The Englishman 
in Paris.”
 By 1760, the English guitar became the most common instrument played 
by women at home. Dorothea Henry and Nelly Custis, the granddaughter of 
George Washington, are just two examples of countless colonial women who 
played this instrument. Dorothea’s has all the characteristics of an English gui-
tar. It has twelve frets, a deep pear-shaped body, a flat back, watch-key tuning, 
and a keyboard mechanism mounted to the side of the soundhole. Upon Pat-
rick’s death, this piece was given to his sister, Jane Henry Meredith, who lived 
with her husband Colonel Samuel Meredith II at Winton, Amherst County, 
Virginia. The guitar was passed through the Meredith family until 1968 when 
Winton was sold at a public auction. The guitar was purchased from the auc-
tion winners by the Patrick Henry Memorial Foundation several months later. 
The guitar has been on display in the E. Stuart James Grant Museum Room at 
Red Hill since 1968.

From the Red Hill Collection
Dorothea Henry’s 
English Guitar 

...a beautiful day to be outside on our grounds.

hanging in the museum and pointed 
out that the restoration and preserva-
tion done prior to the 1980s is now 
putting this artifact at risk for further 
deterioration.   
 The poorly restored docu-
ment could be brought back to life by 
using new techniques. The plat would 
be digitized (continued on page 12)
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Building Update: Finishing Touches
 We are very excited to offer 
our final building update regarding 
the Eugene B. Casey Education and 
Events Center, as we expect to be fully 

moved into the space by the time you 
are reading this newsletter! At this 
writing, final touches are being com-
pleted on the building, which now 

includes a beautiful poured concrete 
patio. The front and back porches 
are particularly lovely, as both boast 
columns made from lumber cut right 

Blacksmithing, without a doubt, 
is one of the most-loved sta-
tions by students on Living 

History days. Even in the blacksmith 
shop, surrounded by coal, fire, and 
smoke, students can still experience 
history hands-on. Our docents begin 
by explaining that in 1798, there 
were no big-box hardware stores 
and no repairmen. All hardware had 
to be handmade, including hinges, 
door-pulls, utensils for the kitchen, 
and horseshoes. All repairs on any 
metal items also had to be done in the 
blacksmith shop on the plantation.
 Because so much of the work 
and daily life on the plantation relied 
on the items produced by the black-
smith, it was a highly respected and 
coveted job to have in the colonial 
era. Without their skill and training 

it would have been difficult to go on 
with any of the other operations of the 
farm. On a plantation the size of Red 
Hill, the blacksmith’s shop was usually 
manned by one trained blacksmith 
and his apprentice. An apprentice 
was a young boy learning the trade of 
blacksmithing who would work with 
the blacksmith for a period of three 
years before he could work on his 
own. The apprentice’s father would 
pay Patrick Henry for the privilege of 
having his son study under the resi-
dent blacksmith. Today our students 
are surprised to learn that in 1798, the 
weekly wage for a blacksmith work-
ing up to 16 hours per day, was $1.20. 
They recognize quickly that this 
amount would not even buy a bottle 
of soda out of a vending machine. 
Our docents are quick to point out, 

however, that in 1798, an acre of land 
could be purchased for around $2.00.
 Actually, the apprenticeship 
model isn’t so different from how 
James Marstin, our current black-
smith at Red Hill, learned his trade! 
His predecessor learned his black-
smithing skills by attending classes 
at the John Campbell Folk School in 
North Carolina. When he returned, 
he passed on what he had learned—
much like the blacksmith in Henry’s 
day. Between that apprenticeship 
training and continuing to perfect his 
craft through practice, Mr. Marstin 
eventually took over the job as the 
sole docent leading the blacksmithing 
station. Luckily, he usually has other 
docents assisting him with the bellows 
and the fire so he can focus all his 
attention on the 

Living 
History

In each issue “Living History at Red Hill” will introduce our readers to one of the living history programs that our visitors encounter. 

B l a c k s m i t h i n g
at Red Hill 

(continued on page 12)
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here on the property. 
 We would like to offer thanks 
to Jamerson-Lewis Construction Co. 
and their diligent employees for their 

...surrounded by coal, fire, and smoke...

September 2017: Breaking Ground!

January 2018: Foundations were Poured

June 2018: Trusses and Roof added

March 2018: Building Began

January, 2019: Finishing Touches!

beautiful work, as well as all of the 
subcontractors who worked on the 
project. Special thanks also to Wil-
liam Cook, Jutson Paulette, and James 

Marstin for their contributions. 
 If you are interested in rent-
ing out the space, please contact 
Myra Trent at trent@redhill.org, or by 

phone at 434-376-2044. Please mark 
your calendars for our official Grand 
Opening to the public on April 27th, 
2019. 
 Check out the photos of this 
process from start to finish! It’s amaz-
ing looking back at each step between 
breaking ground and now. We can’t 
wait to share photos in the future of 
events hosted in the Eugene B. Casey 
Education and Events Center, and we 
hope each of you will have the chance 
to attend one in 2019! 

Construction Start to Finish
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Year in Photos
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 Gifts to $999
AAPCO/Solar Tyme-John Bowles
Mr. Walter L. Adams, Jr. 
Marilyn Adeyemi 
Mr. Neale N. Ainsfield 
Dr. William E. Albers 
Donna F. Alessi 
Rosemarie Amasino & Lyall Harris 
Dr. James Ambuske 
American Fidelity Foundation 
Mr. O. Steven Henricus Anderson
Anonymous
BB&T 
BB&T Scott & Stringfellow
Mr. James A. Bacon, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Baird 
Mr. Stephen Baldwin 
Mr. Harden Barnett 
Mr. William E. Barry 
Mrs. Barbara D. Bass 
Mr. & Mrs. William Batchelder 
Mrs. Norene M. Beach 
Ms. Katrina H. Becker 
Linda Bell & Reuben Lehmann 
Michael J. & Janet H. Bennett 
Ms. Louella F. Benson 
Frank & Jan Berlin 
Mr. Arthur G. Beveridge 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Billingsley 
Dr. James E. Blackburn II 
Blue Ridge Beverage Co., Inc.
Mr. William E. Bobbitt, Jr. 
William & Judy Bogle 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Bradley 
Mr. John Briggs 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter E. Broadbent, Jr. 
Brookneal Chamber of Commerce 
Brookneal LifeCare Corp (Heritage Hall)
Brookneal Lions Club 
Mrs. Marilyn Brooks 
Mr. Paul Brown 
Mr. Stephen P. Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Brown 
Mr. William Allen Brown 
Bucky and Ann Browning 

Ms. Janet Bruce 
Ms. Marilyn A. Brusherd 
Mr. Travis Bundrick 
Dr. Gerald C. Burnett 
Mr. William P. Butler 
Ms. Sherry Buttrick 
Jack C. & Betty P. Caldwell 
Mr. Brian Campbell 
Ms. Nancy Campbell 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Carden 
Mrs. Donna Cart 
C. Fontaine Carter 
Mr. Eugene S. Casey 
Centra Health 
CenturyLink
Mr. Wallace L. Chandler 
Charlotte County Farm Bureau 
Charlotte County Lions Club
Mr. & Mrs. Read Charlton 
Mr. Matthew E. Cheek 
Mr. Michael Chesson 
Chill City Popsicle 
Mrs. Mary Tom Claflin 
Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Cline 
Ms. Raymonda J. Clymer 
Ms. Lucy S. Colebaugh 
Mrs. Priscilla Collier 
Mr. & Mrs. David McK Connard 
Ms. Betty Conner 
Mr. & Mrs. Carroll R. Cook 
Mr. Kevin R. Cook 
Kelsey Cooper & Clayton H. Moore III
Mrs. Jenny Cote 
Mr. David Cotts 
Mr. Mitch Counts 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin W. Cox 
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Crews 
Mrs. Connie Crockett 
Mr. James E. Cross, Jr. 
Mr. Darrell Crouse 
Miss Caitlin Curtis 
Ms. Sallie Daiger 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold R. Damrom 
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Davis 
Mr. J. E. Causey Davis 

$10,000 and above
Betty Brown Casey Trust 
The Eugene B. Casey Foundation 
E. Stuart James Grant Charitable Trust 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Holman 
Kyanite Mining Corporation 
Marietta M. & S. T. Morgan, Jr. Trust 
Helen S. & Charles G. Patterson 
 Foundation 
Shelton H. Short, Jr. Trust 
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Smith 
Tobacco Region Revitalization 
 Commission 

$1,000 to $9,999
Mr. Walter M. Cart, Jr. 
County of Charlotte 
The Bank of Charlotte County 
Katharine B. Dean
Jessie Ball duPont Fund 
Ms. Jenny Foster 
Watt Foster Family Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Fox IV 
Mr. Frank Gladding
Jamerson-Lewis Construction Co 
Bank of the James 
Leroy and Gail Kingman 
Mr. Hal Lux 
City of Lynchburg Economic 
 Development & Tourism 
The Greater Lynchburg Community  
 Foundation 
Mrs. Joyce H. McDowell 
Mr. & Mrs. James Marstin 
Dr. Thomas R. Morris 
John and Susan Mullin Fund of The  
 Community Foundation Serving 
 Richmond & Central Virginia 
Mr. Matt Reilly 
Dr. & Mrs. Jack Schaffer 
Patricia Schultz 
Dr. Robert M. Sexton 
Southside Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Mrs. Susan Tarpey 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Ward 

Thank You
For Giving to Support the Legacy     of Patrick Henry

While Red Hill is the National Memorial to Patrick Henry, so designated by the United States Congress and the Presi-
dent, the Foundation receives no government support and depends on the thoughtful contributions of organizations and 
individuals like those represented on the following pages.

The following is a list of 2018 gifts, grants, and bequests received January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018. If your name 
is not listed, it may be because: we made a mistake; you asked that your gift remain anonymous; or your gift was recorded 

before or after the dates stated above. Every effort is given to ensure the accuracy of this contributions list. If we have 
overlooked your name or made an error, please accept our apologies and advise Hope Marstin, Chief Operating Officer, at 

800.514.7463 or om@redhill.org. 
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Ms. Marlene Davis 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy E. Davis 
Mr. Paul Warren Deal 
Ms. Susan Dean 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Dechert 
Mr. David Dettor 
Mr. & Mrs. Keith D. Dickson 
Mr. David Dorton 
Mr. & Mrs. Randal Lee Doss 
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Driscoll 
Mr. AJ Dube 
J.A. & D.L. Dulick 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Early 
Dr. Mary T. Echols 
Ms. Ann Eggers 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter T. Eison 
Robyn Elam 
Mr. Bruce R. Eliser 
Dr. James M. Elson 
Mr. Paul X. English 
Ms. Kathryn Evans 
Mr. Curtis Everett 
Mr. Harold Falls 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Fariss 
Mr. Charles Fedak 
Mr. Daniel Fetter 
Ms. Kay Ellen Fielder 
Mr. Mark Ward Fielding 
M. Elaine Flynn 
Food Lion 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Forte 
Foster Fuels 
Nancy W. Foster 
Francis Oil Service 
Ms. Elisabeth R. French 
Mrs. Gale Fuller 
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Fuller, III 
Mr. Ray Gannon 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Gardin 
Ms. Sandra Garner 
Ms. Harriet Garrett 
Mrs. Rose G. Garrett 
Ms. Ginger Gentry 
Bonnie George 
Georgia Pacific 
Ms. Debra L. Gilberstadt 
Mr. Dabney T. Gilliam 
Mr. & Mrs. Dexter Gilliam 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Goldenbaum 
Mr. Gary W. Goodwin 
Dr. Sandra C. Grady 
Mr. & Mrs. Zeb Gray 
Donna L. Grebas 
Ms. Catherine A. Griffin 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe B. Griffin 
Larry & Jacqueline R. Groll 
Doris J. Guill & William Chrystal 
Albert R. Halfon 

Halifax County Department of Tourism 
Ms. Anne C. Hamlett 
William D. Hamner, Esq. 
Ms. Mary C. Hanmer 
Ms. Rebecca W. Hanson 
Peggy & Dan Harkins 
Mr. Glenn Harnden 
Mr. H. Thomas Harris, Jr. 
Ms. Laurie S. Harris 
Ben & Linda Hawfield 
Mr. Jeff Helgeson 
Mr. Don Hendrix 
Mr. John P. Henry 
Mr. Patrick J. Henry 
Mr. Patrick W. Henry 
Mr. Carl John Herkert, Jr. 
Ms. Phyllis J. Herndon
Mr. Jacob I. Higgerson 
Mr. Tony Hobbs 
Ms. Linda M. Hodge 
Captain & Mrs. Donald B. Hoffman 
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin E. Holden 
Mr. Harold Holman 
Mr. Richard L. Hubbard 
Mr. & Mrs. Said Iskandar 
JES Foundation Repair 
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Jennings 
Ms. Jean Gale Joel 
Ms. Bonnie N. Johnson 
Ms. Mary L. Johnson-Pizarro 
Mr. Patrick Henry Jolly 
Ms. Beverly Jones 
Dr. Dan Jordan
Ms. Grace L. Jordan 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Journell 
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Justice 
Ms. Florence D. Kalbacker 
Mr. Robert E. Kane, Jr. 
Ms. Catherine S. Kay 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Kaywood 
Dr. Thomas Kidd 
Mr. William C. Kidd, Jr. 
Mr. Ernie Kilburn 
Mr. John D. Kilday 
Mr. Dennis P. King 
Mr. James Joseph Klopp 
Mrs. Carris Kocher 
Mr. Roger Koopman 
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Lowell Kreeger 
Neal Kreitner 
Kroger 
Charles Norman Krueger 
Ms. Anne C. LeDuc 
Mr. Daryl Lee 
Ms. Elizabeth Lee 
Carol O. Lewis 
Ms. Judith Linenfelser 
Mr. Thomas Lipscomb 

2018 Donors

Mr. & Mrs. Mark W. Long 
Mr. Rodney Lorence
Ms. Agnes Lee Lowry-Campbell 
Ms. Teresa Luckert 
Lynchburg Bird Club 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Madden
Mr. & Mrs. James Maddox 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Q. Maguire III 
Dr. Elizabeth Martin 
Daniel R. Mauck Charitable Fund 
Mr. William Mays 
Ms. Virginia S. MacFarland 
Ms. Ella Mae McGuire 
Ms. Sallie McGuire 
Mary Kathryn McIvor 
Mr. Michael J. McLendon 
Mr. Ron Mehalko 
Sonny Merryman Inc 
Mr. Victor L. Mitchell 
Mr. Jack Moody 
Ms. Heather Moon 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Morrow 
Mr. Frederik W. Morton, Jr. 
MOWW Virginia Piedmont Chapter 
Mr. Jack Mulkey 
Col. Reginald A. Murray, AF Ret. 
Mr. Steve Myers 
Mr. Suman Nalluri 
Mr. George Naswadi 
Mr. Nathaniel Neblett 
Mr. Randall Neff 
Mr. Edward V. O’Connor 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis J. O’Donoghue 
Mr. Jimmie Oglesby
Mr. & Mrs. Tim D. Olling 
Mr. David C. Olsen 
Irving Paris 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard N. Parramore 
Mr. Mark Patterson 
J. Alan & Angela Payne 
Ms. Bonnie Pierce 
Jean K. Phillips MD 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Cody Phillips 
Mr. Cole Poindexter 
Dr. & Mrs. T. Joseph Pond 
Mr. Robert R. Prechter, Jr. 
Elizabeth B. Price 
Pruitt House Inn 
Alician V. Quinlan 
Dr. & Mrs. Eric Rachut 
Kurtis & Sandra Radtke 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Ragland
Gayle & Randy Randol
Mr. Douglass Randolph 
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert L. Ray 
Mr. Robert P. Redwine 
Mr. Gregory Regelski 
Ms. Nancy S. Rettig 
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2018 Donors

Mr. James Waller 
Ms. Pamela P. Waller 
Mrs. Pat Walters 
Mr. Barry L. Wasser 
Mrs. Augusta D. Waters 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger L. Watson 
Ms. Ruth Anne Weisenauer 
Mr. William Wellons 
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas D. Westmoreland
James, Shelley, & Elizabeth Weymouth
Mr. David White 
Lucretia Whitehouse 
Mr. Richard Whitlock 
Mr. Robert C. Whitten, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Derek Williams
Edwin H. Williams 
Mr. Harold Williams 
Mr. E. Tayloe Wise 
Mr. Foster J. Witthauer 
Mr. Edward J. Wright, Jr. 
Mr. Gary E. Wright 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven T. Yancey 
Mr. William M. Yavelak 
Ms. Lynne E. Yedinak 
Ms. Nancy K. Zook 
 

Gifts in Honor

President George H.W. Bush 
Susan Warner

Mayor Phyllis Campbell  
Mr. & Mrs. James Marstin 

Caitlin Curtis
Mrs. Melissa Carwile 
Mr. Daniel L. Fetter

Kim Dean
Mr. Roy E. Davis

Jean Elliot
Joel L. & Aurelia E. Cathey

Betsy Hanmer
Joel L. and Aurelia E. Cathey
Mr. and Mrs. James Martsin

Mrs. Florence Riepe Kalbacker
Marshall & Susan Henry

Bryant A. Lindsey 
Henry Jefferson Weaver

Mrs. Joyce McDowell
Mrs. Phyllis Campbell

Mary Pendleton Myers
Edwin H. Williams

Patrick Henry Memorial 
Foundation Staff
Mr. & Mrs. James Marstin 

Patrick Henry Memorial 
Foundation Staff & Auxiliary
Betsey C. Metz

Edith C. Poindexter
Mr. & Mrs. James Marstin 

D. Jean Schaffer
Gail Sederski 

Pamela Vaughan 
Kathryn W. St. Clair

Gifts in Memoriam

Anne Anderson 
Ed, Janet, & Melissa Early
Mr. & Mrs. James Marstin 

Mrs. Jeanette DeJarnette Basilico 
Mr. & Mrs. James Marstin 
Edith C. Poindexter 

Faye Bell Beaver
Mr. Paul E. “Gene” Beaver

Virginia Beavers
Mr. & Mrs. James Marstin 

Mabel Oliver Bellwood
Nellie O. Grant

Dr. Val F. Borum
Mrs. Edith C. Poindexter

Mr. David Caldwell
Virginia T. Caldwell 

Dorothy Carwile 
Betsy Hanmer
Mr. & Mrs. James Marstin 
Myra Trent
Dottie Yates

Robert M. Dean III
Mrs. Melissa Carwile
Friendship Bible Class, Diamond Hill  
 Church

Mr. Randall Roach 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Roach 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Rogers 
Ms. Elizabeth Romanaux 
Mr. Paul Rose 
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Scheafnocker 
Ms. Joan M. Scheel 
Mr. Michael Frank Scheuer 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Schwartz 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay G. Schweikert 
Mr. & Mrs. Perry Schwierzke 
Scott Insurance
Ms. Elizabeth Scott 
Service Printing of Lynchburg, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawson M. Shelton 
Mr. Michael S. Shepherd 
Mr. James D. Sheppard 
Ms. Jane G. Shore 
Brenda Guthrie Short
Ms. Christine Sinkhorn 
Dr. Gary Sisson 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. Smith
Mr. Richard Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott A. Smith 
Sons of American Revolution 
 Col Benjamin Cleveland Chapter 
Spaulding Equipment Company
State Farm, Jack Dean, Agent 
Staunton River Masonic Lodge 
Janet L. Stearns 
Anthony & Marty Steer 
Karen V. Stewart 
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Stewart 
Dr. & Mrs. Larry L. Stimpert 
Mr. Dennis W. Sullivan 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy M. Swain 
Rev. Lowell Sykes 
Mr. Toshio Takashima 
Mrs. Helen H. Talbert 
Mr. Carl W. Thompson 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Thompson 
Mrs. Margaret K. Tibbs 
Ms. Ann Timm 
Ms. Jane R. Tolleson
Mr. Randall L. Trautwein
Trent Company 
Mrs. Myra Trent 
Elizabeth A. Turrentine 
Mr. G. Stewart Tyler 
Mr. Harlow G. Unger 
Kay & Kent Van Allen 
Mr. Otha H. Vaughan, Jr. 
Virginia Commission of the Arts 
Robert and V’Etta Virtue 
Mr. Robert C. Vogler 
Mr. Tom L. Vorce 
Ms. Sally Thomas Wallace
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Sabina Pollard
Connie A. Pollard/Staunton River Realty  
 LLC

Ricky Pritt 
Drug Store Grill - Robin Pritt

William S. Pugh
Dolly F. Pugh 

Mr. Ed Roakes  
Mr. & Mrs. James Marstin

C.B. Robertson III 
Randolph Henry High School 
 Class of 1953

Mrs. Eva Vorous 
Mr. James E. Vorous 

Katherine Wright 
Jean Elliot 

In Kind Donations

Bank of Charlotte County
Mr. Mark Couvillon
Mr. Stuart Fallen
Mr. Pete George
Mr. & Mrs. Dexter Gilliam
Mrs. Ann Hunt
Mr. Darrell St. John
Mr. Patrick Henry Jolly
Mr. James Marstin
Mrs. Joyce McDowell
Betsey C. Metz
Ms. Anne LeDuc
Patrick Henry Family Services
Ms. Elizabeth Romanaux
Mrs. Linda Sheppard
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Smith

Edith Poindexter 
Collections Fund

Anonymous
Patrick Henry Jolly 

2018 Donors

Billy & Linda Elliott
Dr. James M. Elson
Ms. Barbara T. Farmer
Mrs. Bonnie George
Hat Creek Golf Course, Inc.
R.L. Loveace & Associates
Mr. & Mrs. James Marstin
Mr. & Mrs. Richard S. Martell
Mr. & Mrs. Clyde T. Mathews
Betsey C. Metz
Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. Morrison
Edith C. Poindexter
Mr. Steven Poulin
Mr. Matt Reilly & Ms. Sara Razi
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Talanian
Mrs. Myra Trent
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Wydner

Mr. Marvin Dillard
Mrs. Melissa Carwile
Mr. & Mrs. Pete George
Betsy Hanmer
Christine S. Colley, David & Amy Colley  
 & family, Pam McCants & family
Mr. & Mrs. James Marstin
Betty & Earle Martin
Edith C. Poindexter
Connie A. Pollard/Staunton River Realty  
 LLC
Mr. & Mrs. William Pumphrey
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Trent
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Wydner
Ms. Dottie Yates

Mr. Gene Dixon
The Bank of Charlotte County
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Howard

Rachel D. Elder
Maxine Elder Barnett

Mr. Bob Foster
Jan H. & Robert L. Newman 
Doug & Sally Williams

Mark Nathan Friend 
Ms. Elizabeth H. Scott
Betty P. Ginther

Mrs. Patt Graves
Mrs. Hope Elder Marstin
Edith C. Poindexter 

Randy Guthrie
Connie A. Pollard/Staunton River Realty  
 LLC

The Foundation also gratefully 
acknowledges the many gifts of 

money, time, and enthusiasm from 
members of the Auxiliary and the 

Descendants Branch.

Martha Yates Guthrie
Mr. & Mrs. James Marstin
Mr. Cole Poindexter
Edith C. Poindexter
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Wydner

Preston Hamlett 
Jean Elliot

Garnett & Dorothy Harris
Ms. Anissa H. Trent

Erna Holt 
Mr. & Mrs. James Marstin 

Mr. Hubert Wayne Jones 
Greif 

Idona Lambert-Morris
Ms. Gail Adams

Bessie Catlett LeDuc
Anne LeDuc

Dorothy Parker Madeira  
Sallie Daiger

Dorothea Spotswood Webb 
Maguire 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Q. Maguire III

Mrs. Karen P. McDaniel 
Dr. H. Curtis McDaniel

David Byers Metz 
Mrs. Melissa Carwile
Mrs. Kit Dean
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel S. Dechert
Mrs. Hope Marstin
Edith C. Poindexter

Margaret Mitchell 
Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Goff

Marilyn Moorhead
John David Moorhead

Mr. Alan Morrison 
Nancy A. Morrison 

Nancy Parker
Melissa Carwile
Jean Elliott
Mr. & Mrs. James Marstin
Mr. & Mrs. Charles McDowell
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Wydner

11



Blacksmithing (Cont.)
(Continued from page 4)
white-hot iron! 
 Next, students learn about 
the tools a blacksmith would use. This 
includes coal, steel, the forge, bellows, 
hammers, and the anvil. Though coal 
was mined in the colonies, steel was 
imported from Europe at this time. 
Today there are still important factors 
in maintaining the forge so that it 
functions properly. The bellows espe-
cially, which are made of leather, are a 
key part of the function of the forge. 
They have to be pumped constantly 
while working in order to keep the 
fire hot enough to heat the iron to a 
temperature that makes it workable. 
To do that, the bellows have to stay 
soft and flexible and not be allowed to 
get stiff with disuse. 
 The children are then taught 
about how heat changes metal. 
Our docents show that you can tell 
the temperature of metal based on 
what color it is. For example, at 800 
degrees, the metal turns red, 900 
degrees, orange, 1000 degrees, yellow, 
and at 1100 degrees, the metal turns 
white and is then molten. Our do-
cents invite the strongest boys in the 
class to try to bend the metal before 
heat is added and, of course, they 
cannot. Once they realize it cannot be 
done, a girl in the class is invited to 
bend the molten metal. She succeeds 
with one hand, which always brings a 
smile to the child’s face. 

so we could show it without ever 
taking it out of the museum. It would 
also be transcribed so we would know 
exactly what it says.
 Being nominated for this 
award is a huge honor for Red Hill. 
Online voting was held throughout 
January, and we are thrilled by the 

possibility of winning the funding for 
the conservation of this significant 
piece. But even more important we 
are pleased by our inclusion in the 
Top Ten list, and the recognition of 
our ongoing work here at Red Hill 
to preserve a genuine relic of Vir-
ginia’s history. We hope we will be 

Endangered Artifact List (Cont.)
(Continued from page 3)

considered again next year if offered 
an opportunity to participate in this 
program! 

With gloves and safety goggles on, 
every student gets the opportunity to 
help make a nail. They each get sev-
eral tries at tapping the hammer on 
the molten metal as our docents shape 
it. The teacher gets to keep the nail for 
their classroom as a reminder of their 
trip to Red Hill. 
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...garlands of evergreen pine and sprigs of holly...

bleakest part of the year when most 
plants were (and are) bare and dormant 
for the winter, folks would decorate with 
whatever natural color was still filling the 
landscape. Garlands of evergreen pine 
and sprigs of holly dotted with red were 
fragrant and colorful , helping to give a 
festive air to celebrations of the holiday 
amidst the white and grey of December! 
For our annual Open House, the Red Hill 
Garden Club volunteers did a beauti-
ful job of decorating the Patrick Henry 
House and other historic buildings with 
live foliage and other natural flora to 
provide a feel of Colonial America.
 Children participated in another 
old-fashioned Christmas tradition of 
making Colonial ornaments by putting 
cloves in oranges. These ornaments, 
known as pomanders, are incredibly 
fragrant and long-lasting. The scent of 
citrus and clove that they provide when 
fresh doesn’t fade as the oranges dry (or 
“cure”), so the pomanders can last a long 
time—even for years! They make color-
ful ornaments hanging from a ribbon, 
or can even be used once dry in drawers 
to keep linens and clothes smelling fresh 
and clean. Of course for the kids the most 
fun part was poking the cloves into the 
oranges to make fun designs! 
 The Auxiliary provided home-
made cookies and warm mulled cider 

inside the hearth kitchen for everyone 
to enjoy. The Charlotte County Lions 
Club provided hearty stew for guests to 
eat. Docents in period costume provided 
tours in all the historic buildings as well 
as the museum and answered questions 
about Patrick Henry, Red Hill, and the 
Colonial period in general. Guests were 
also able to participate in living history 
through blacksmithing, spinning, weav-
ing, and other hands-on activities.
 Live music was provided by 
Lloyd Holt, a local musician, who sang 
Christmas carols that afternoon to keep 
everyone in the holiday spirit as they 
strolled between the buildings and en-
joyed the different presentations.

Christmas Open House (Cont.)
(continued from cover)
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other local friends and family as well. A 
big thank you to everyone who assisted the 
staff!

BB&B (Cont.)
(Continued from page 2)

his music sets. All three bands made it clear 
to staff they would love to return to our 
2019 BB&B Festival on November 2nd!
 In addition to the live music, craft beer, 
cider, and wine tasting, many craft vendors 
attended. Local artisans sold their hand-
made pottery, candles, soaps, jewelry, and 
much more. Many of these vendors return 
every year because they enjoy the location, 
the music, and the crowd. 
 Barbecue and food vendors provided 
visitors with a variety of smoked meats, 
fried catfish, fried pickles, slaw, macaroni 
and cheese, kettle corn, and other selections. 
Barbecue is always a favorite among the 
crowd, but other items seem to please most 
everyone, too. Blue Ridge Beverage was 
our new craft beer sponsor this year and 
provided the beverages. They went out of 
their way to help the staff and make sure we 
had a successful festival. 
 As with all of our events, we could 
not have this festival without our many 
volunteers! Not only do the Patrick Henry 
Auxiliary members volunteer, but many 
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 One of the frequent themes 
you’ll notice when visitors talk about 
their experience at Red Hill is how 
often they’ll mention the people who 
made their trip so special. We’re lucky 
to have a dedicated and enthusiastic 
team of volunteers through our Red 
Hill Auxiliary who report time and 
time again to bring Red Hill to life 
for our guests. A typically passion-
ate volunteer is Jenny Foster, one of 
our docents in charge of the Hearth 
Cooking demonstration for Living 
History days. 
 The Hearth Cooking station 
during living history days is a demon-
stration of how meals were prepared 
during the Colonial era—cooked 
using the heat of the fire on the large 
hearth in the separate kitchen build-

J e n n y  F o s t e r

In an effort to recognize the people whose devotion and passion keep the site running, the Newsletter
features a “Faces of Red Hill” series that introduces readers to the individuals who help Red Hill to thrive.

Faces oF 
RED HILL

...cook like it’s 1799!

ing. It’s a fun station that 
demonstrates for students how dif-
ferent many aspects of daily life were 
for the Henry family. And it’s not the 
kind of skill you can pick up just any-
where! In order to learn the methods 
used in the eighteenth century, Jenny 
actually attended a special training 
at the John C. Campbell Folk School 
in the mountains of North Carolina. 
Jenny’s dedication to teaching stu-
dents about Red Hill comes from her 
own love of history. “I love the his-
tory,” she says, “and knowing we have 
this authentic gem in our commu-
nity. I like to think of how plantation 
life was back then. There was a total 
absence of modern conveniences: no 
grocery store, no local doctor, no ap-
pliances that simplify our lives.”

 Aside from her work with 
the Auxiliary, Jenny has many fond 
memories of time spent at Red Hill 
with her own family! She first visited 
Red Hill back when her daughters 
were elementary school age, and 
now enjoys getting to return with her 
grandsons. Thanks to them, one of 
her favorite places on the grounds, 
she tells us, is “the little dell.  My two 
grandsons, Cole and Luke, and I carry 
a picnic here and enjoy the wildlife.  
Sometimes, even ‘Blackie’ the snake 
makes an appearance, which delights 
them!”
 Visit us for one of our Living 
History Days in 2019—Jenny will be 
delighted to show you how to cook 
like it’s 1799! 

3 0 %
O f f

valid through April 1, 2019

Receive 30% off a notecard set: your choice of the Henry House, 
Rothermel’s Patrick Henry Before the Virginia House of Burgesses, or the 

bust of Patrick Henry featured in the Visitor Center Courtyard. With each 
set receive two free postcards and a coaster set. 

Notecards 
Set of 10
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Upcoming 
Events
April 27th
Eugene B. Casey Education
and Event Center Opening
Help us celebrate our new building from 
11am to 3pm.

May 29th
14th Annual 
Naturalization Ceremony
Witness the final step in the process of 
becoming a naturalized U.S. Citizen, and 
welcome the new citizens as they 
celebrate their new status in the country.

Host Your Next Event 
at Red Hill ! 
You can now book the newly completed Eugene B. Casey 

Education and Events Center at Red Hill for your private 

event! The brand new facility makes for a memorable 

location, nestled right at the heart of the gorgeous Red 

Hill grounds. Contact Myra Trent to discuss booking the 

space at 1-800-514-7463 or by email at trent@redhill.org.
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