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posed Henry’s Stamp Act Reso-
lutions, as well as his resolution 
to raise independent militia 
companies during the 2nd Va. 
Convention. Nicholas was also 
the only man in the 5th Vir-
ginia Convention not to vote 
for Independence. Neverthe-
less, he was a firm defender of 
colonial rights. It was Nicholas 
who introduced the resolution 
before the House of Burgesses 
calling for a day of “fasting, 
humiliation, and prayer” to 
coincide with the closing of the 
port of Boston.  
 In 1771, Robert C. 
Nicholas turned over his law 
practice to Patrick Henry, due 

 The Patrick Henry Me-
morial Foundation has recently 
acquired two interesting and 
heretofore unpublished letters 
written by Patrick Henry. 
 The first letter, which 
is in good condition and still 
bears traces of the sealing wax 
used by Henry, was purchased 
through an auction house 
from a private collection in 
Arlington, Virginia. The letter 
is addressed to Robert Carter 
Nicholas, who was a burgess, 
lawyer, and Treasurer for the 
colony of Virginia.  A conser-
vative patriot, Nicholas and 
Henry rarely saw eye to eye on 
political matters. He had op-

 Red Hill greeted the holiday season at the end of 2017 with our 
best-attended Christmas Open House yet. 300 guests flooded the Red Hill 
grounds on a beautiful, sunny Sunday in December to see the house and 
Visitor Center decked out in festive, 18th century holiday decorations. The 
Christmas Open House is always a special time of year, as the buildings, 
adorned with holly, fruit, boxwood, and candles,  (continued on page 13)



Henry Letter Acquisition (Cont.)
(Continued from page 1)

to his demanding duties as Trea-
surer. In the late 1770’s Mr. Nicholas 
purchased the Henry family home, 
“Mount Brilliant,” located in up-
per Hanover County, from Patrick 
Henry’s widowed mother and named 
it “The Retreat.” He is believed to be 
buried in the graveyard at Mount 
Brilliant, near the resting spot of John 
Henry. 
 This letter, which was written 
by Patrick Henry sometime prior to 
his becoming a lawyer in the General 
Court in Williamsburg in 1769, is a 
rare find as only a few letters written 
by Henry prior to 1770 have survived. 
The “Mr. Hoops” mentioned in the 
letter below is possibly David Hoops, 
who married John Syme Jr.’s daughter, 
Mildred.
 “Sir,
As I am just setting out to Goochland 
Court, I’ve time only to acknowledge 
the receipt of your favor with the mon-
ey a receipt for which I send. Hurry 
will not permit me to count it, though 
doubt not its right.
I shall take the first opportunity to 
settle with Mr. Hoops, & with my best 

compliments to your Lady and family.  
I am with much respect
Sir, your most obedient servant,
 P. Henry”
 (on back of letter)
“Ro. C. Nicholas, Esqr.
Pat. Henry brought Receipt for L 
213.3.4 on Acct. of my land in Ha-
nover. This is the balance I was to pay 
Mr. Hoops.”
 The second Patrick Henry 
letter, which was also purchased from 
a private collector through an auc-
tion house, was written in Charlotte 
County on Dec. 13, 1792. At the 
bottom of the two-page letter is the 
patriot’s signature: “P. Henry.”  Patrick 
Henry never wrote out his first name 
on any of his letters. On occasion he 
would add “Jr.” to distinguish him-
self from his uncle, the Rev. Patrick 
Henry.  The letter was written with 
iron gall ink, which over time has 
degraded from black to a brownish 
color.   (See full text to the right.) 
At first glance, it appears that Patrick 
Henry wrote this letter at Red Hill, in 
“Charlotte.” However, in December 
of 1792, Henry had just purchased 

“Long Island” in Campbell County. 
Why he was in Charlotte County is 
unknown, but, it likely had to do with 
his law practice. 
 The first page of the letter 
deals primarily with John Syme’s at-
tempt to sue Philip Aylett over flour 
which he had sold to Philip’s father, 
William Aylett, while the latter was 
serving as Commissary for Virginia 
during the Revolution. This incon-
venience to Henry’s son-in-law and 
daughter, Elizabeth, added to the 
already strained relation between 
Henry and his step-brother, which 
began years earlier when Syme failed 
to credit Henry for wheat he had sold 
him. By 1795, tensions had increased 
to the point that the two were no 
longer associating with one another.  
On the second page, Patrick Henry is 
seen trying to get his friend and land 
venture partner, General Joseph Mar-
tin, the position of U.S. Superinten-
dent of Indian Affairs in the South-
west Territory. During the Revolution, 
Martin had been appointed by Gover-
nor Henry to serve as agent for Indian 
Affairs for Virginia. His ability to 

deal firmly, yet fairly with the Indians 
helped keep the Overhill Cherokees 
from waging war against the western 
settlers during the latter part of the 
Revolution. Martin’s perceived bias 
towards the Indians, along with the 
verbal attacks he made towards the 
leaders of the State of Franklin carved 
from North Carolina, made him a 
number of powerful enemies. Despite 
Henry’s help, Martin was passed over 
for the congressional position which 

he had asked Henry to procure for 
him the previous year.  Patrick Henry 
and Martin were neighbors while 
the former lived at “Leatherwood” 
in Henry County. Martinsville, the 
Henry county seat, was named in 
honor of Gen. Joseph Martin.
The recipient of this letter is un-
known. However, Henry had writ-
ten a number of letters regarding 
Gen. Martin to Richard Henry Lee 
and William Grayson, U.S. Senators 

from Virginia, regarding his possible 
appointment as Superintendent of 
Indian Affairs. It is likely this letter 
was addressed to one of them.
Both of these letters will make happy 
additions to the Patrick Henry Digital 
library, which is an ongoing project to 
collect, digitalize, and share corre-
spondences written to and by Patrick 
Henry in order for the public and 
scholars to gain further insight into 
the man and his times.
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  “Charlotte Dec. 13, 1792
Dear Sir,
It gives me no small degree of regret that in return for your agreeable communi-
cations I am about only to give you trouble. Col. Syme with whom you know my 
connection furnished Wm. Aylett the Continental Commissary a large quantity 
of flour_______ the war,_________ necessary said since Col. Aylett’s death his 
son is marry’d to my daughter and so I am connected with both parties-  A Writ 
was brought by Col. Syme against Philip Aylett, my son in law,___________ 
____to recover the amount of the flour, but the opinion of the court was discov-
ered to be that as Col. Wm. Aylett acted as a public agent his executor could not 
be charged with the contract and that it ought to be a charge against the United 
States- agreeably to this sentiment Col. Syme now makes his application and if 
you judge______________ sent from_____________ documents should be 

From the Red Hill Collection
Second of Two Recently 
Acquired Henry Letters

...I must trust in your goodness and candor...

_____ as a singular favor if you would __ the assistance that it will__________________ the affair _____congress I shall 
______be highly gratified because thereby future  contentions will be avoided.
Give me leave to trouble you further by recommending General Joseph Martin as a proper person to be trusted with Indian 
affairs, especially those which relate to the Cherokees. He was agent for this state during the war, and at every hazard 
persevered so as to prevent any material damage from that Tribe, altho’ efforts backed by cart presents were incessantly 
used by our enemys to incite them to hostilities. He tells me he can influence Watt their leader to go to Congress and is very 
sanguine in his opinion that a war with that Nation may be avoided by proper management of them. This, I know he is 
capable of or I would not recommend him. Thus, you see how much trouble I have given you, But I entreat you not to be 
discouraged from a correspondence with me and will endeavor in the future progress to render it less bothersome.  Believe 
me my dear with every sentiment of regard and attachment your friend and servant 
            P. Henry”
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The “American Dream” was 
first coined by historian James 
Truslow Adams in his 1931 

book The Epic of America. Adams de-
fines the American Dream as “a land 
in which life should be better and 
richer and fuller for everyone, with 
opportunity for each according to 
ability or achievement” regardless of 
social class or circumstances of birth. 
The roots of the American Dream can 
be traced all the way back to the first 
colonists to settle the New World. The 
Puritans who fled religious persecu-
tion in Europe became self-made 

successes throughout New England 
largely on the strength of the spiritual 
beliefs that it was preordained. Their 
religion taught them that prosper-
ity on earth would eventually lead to 
spiritual peace and eternal life. The 
adventurers at Jamestown, starting 
with John Smith, also realized that 
opportunity was here for anyone who 
dared seize it. It was this lure of the 
American Dream that motivated Pat-
rick Henry’s father to leave Scotland 
for Virginia in his early twenties; just 
as it had his paternal great-grandfa-
ther who arrived in the 1660’s from 

England in search of a better way of 
life. 
 Among the Founding Fa-
thers of Virginia, few fit the example 
of achieving the American Dream 
better than Patrick Henry.  Through 
hard work, political courage, natural 
talent, and a bit of good timing, this 
son of an immigrant went from being 
a failed shop keeper and struggling 
farmer to the first governor of the 
Commonwealth and one of the larg-
est landowners in Virginia. Unlike 
his father, Patrick was also able to 
clear himself of debt and provide real 

What Would
Henry Say?

“What Would Henry Say?” will present how Patrick Henry actually addressed a question of his day,
 so that the reader can consider how Henry’s principles might inform today’s debates.

a b o u t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  D r e a m ?

(continued on page 12)

b y  M a r k  C o u v i l l o n

Building Update: Foundations Laid 
 Progress is humming along 
on the building of the new Eugene 
B. Casey Education & Events Center 
here at Red Hill (the groundbreaking 

for which we announced in the last 
edition of this newsletter). 
 Moving into the new year, 
construction crews  have been steadily  

at work laying the foundations (pic-
tures to the right). 
 If you’d like to keep abreast 
of future progress and updates, or see 
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more photos and videos of the work, 
follow us on facebook, where we’ll 
be posting about the ongoing work 
toward our new, beautiful building!

  The seventh annual Bluegrass, Barbe-
cue, & Brew Festival rolled around this past 
fall on a cool, misty Saturday. Luckily, the 
festival provided plenty of opportunities to 
warm up and get the blood flowing—from 
dancing to tastings to tours of the historic 
buildings. The 1,100 guests in attendance 
were all able to enjoy a variety of activities 
with family and friends throughout a fun 
day set against a beautiful backdrop of the 
misty Staunton River Valley. 
 This year’s Festival featured a series of 
new organizational procedures, designed 
after last year’s event had finally outgrown 
some of the original arrangements (an 
excellent challenge to have). The reworked 
entrance gate check-in was busy all day, 
but ran smoothly to get all of our guests 
inside for the fun stuff as quickly as pos-
sible. Along with a few “behind the scenes” 
improvements, this year’s BB&B also saw 
the debut of a new logo and t-shirts, as well 

as the addition of an excellent emcee to help 
introduce the bands and keep the festivities 
flowing. The three bands also got to shake 
it up, rotating to perform two sets each. 
Toes were tapping to the bluegrass offer-
ings of Nothin’ Fancy, The Church Sisters, 
and Breaking Grass. For those who wanted 
to do more than toe-tap, a small wooden 
dance floor was added to the stage, ready 
for all the  

Seventh Annual BB&B Success

The roots of the American Dream...

(continued on page 14)
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Mr. Neale N. Ainsfield 
Dr. William E. Albers 
Ms. Paula Allen 
Ms. Lynn R. Allison 
Rosemarie Amasino & Lyle Harris 
Laquita R. & Dr. J. Francis Amos 
Mr. George Richard Amyx 
Mrs. Anne C. Anderson 
Ms. Nancy Ann Andrews
Ms. Mary Eva Bader 
Ms. Barbara C. Baganakis 
Clifton Bailey 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond R. Baird
Elizabeth Baron 
Mr. William E. Barry 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter H. Bass III 
Mr. William G. Batchelder III
Mrs. Norene Beach 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Bennett 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Berlin 
Mrs. Joan G. Bice 
Dr. James E. Blackburn II 
Barry & Marlene Blaisdell 
Mr. Brown F. Blankinship 
Mr. Paul L. Blum 
Mr. William E. Bobbitt, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. William W. Bogle 
Mr. Dennis Bomar 
Mr. Michael D. Borton 
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Bradley 
Mr. John Briggs 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter E. Broadbent, Jr.
Town of Brookneal
Brookneal Chamber of Commerce
Brookneal LifeCare Corp 
Brookneal Moose Lodge #1507 
Behnam E & J Thomas Brown 
Mr. Scott Brown 
Mr. William Allen Brown 
Mr. Marlon Brumage II 
Kenneth W. Brumfield 

Ms. Marilyn A. Brusherd 
Mr. Travis Bundrick 
Burton-Jennings Florist 
Major Patricia A. Byrne 
Campbell County Historical Society, Inc.
Mr. Brian Campbell
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Campbell 
Ms. Nancy H. Campbell 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Carden 
Ms. Donna R. Cart 
C. Fontaine Carter 
Patricia Ann Carter-Anderson 
Mr. Eugene S. Casey 
The Bank of Charlotte County 
Betsy C. Cheney 
Dennis B. & Ann M. Cherry 
Mr. Anthony Cipolla III 
Mary Tom & Vernon J. Claflin 
Ms. Brenda A. Cobham 
Mr. Kevin R. Cook 
Mr. Mitch Counts 
Mr. Mark Couvillon
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Cox 
Mr. Donald B. Creath
Mr. Thomas B. Creath
Mr. Darrell Crouse 
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmie D. Culley, Jr. 
John A. & Kelly G. Curtiss 
Mr. Harold R. Damron 
Mike & Brenda Davidson
Mrs. Delores R. Davis, Pruitt House Inn
Mr. & Mrs. J. E. Causey Davis 
Ms. Marlene Davis 
Mr. Roy E. Davis 
Scott Farber Davis
Jack Dean Insurance Agency (State Farm)
Lt. Col. (Ret) & Mrs. David F. Deterich 
Mr. & Mrs. Keith D. Dickson 
Vellie S. Dietrich 
Ed & Janet F. Early 
Ms. Mary T. Echols 

$10,000 and above
Mrs. Eugene B. Casey
Estate of Nathaniel Ewell, III 
E. Stuart James Grant Charitable Trust
Estate of William Rowland
Dr. Jack Schaffer 
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Smith 

$1,000 to $9,999
Bank of the James 
Mr. Walter Cart 
CenturyLink 
County of Charlotte 
Mrs. William H. Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Dean 
Jessie Ball duPont Fund 
Donald E. Finger 
Jenny B. Foster 
Sandra D. Foster 
Mr. H. Franklin Gladding, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Holman
Kyanite Mining Corporation
Mr. Hal F. Lux 
The City of Lynchburg Tourism
Joyce H. McDowell 
Mr. & Mrs. James Marstin
John & Susan Mullin Fund of 
 The Community Foundation 
 Serving Richmond & Central  
 Virginia 
Helen S & Charles G. Patterson, Jr. 
 Charitable Foundation Trust 
Patricia Schultz 
Southside Electric Cooperative
Mrs. Susan Smither Tarpey 
The Greater Lynchburg Community 
 Trust 
Mr. Joseph E. Winston 
 
Gifts to $999
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Adkins 

Thank You
For Giving to Support the Legacy     of Patrick Henry

While Red Hill is the National Memorial to Patrick Henry, so designated by the United States Congress and the 
President, the Foundation receives no government support and depends on the thoughtful contributions of 
organizations and individuals like those represented on the following pages.

The following is a list of 2017 gifts, grants, and bequests received January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017. If your name 
is not listed, it may be because: we made a mistake; you asked that your gift remain anonymous; or your gift was recorded 

before or after the dates stated above. Every effort is given to ensure the accuracy of this contributions list. If we have 
overlooked your name or made an error, please accept our apologies and advise Hope Marstin, Chief Operating Officer, at 

800.514.7463 or om@redhill.org. 
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Delegate James Edmunds
Ms. Ann B. Eggers
Sandra & Walter Eison 
Mr. Chris N. Eliopoulos 
Mr. Bruce R. Eliser 
Ms. Jean Elliott 
Ms. Irene S. Ellis 
Dr. James Elson
Mr. Paul X. English III 
Mr. Dan L. Fetter 
Mr. Mark Ward Fielding 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard L. Fisher 
Mr. & Mrs. Garrett T. Ford
Mr. Gregory L. Foreman 
Mr. Lawrence Forte 
Ms. M. Elaine Flynn 
Francis Oil & Propane
Ms. Elisabeth R. French 
Mrs. Gale Fuller 
Mr. Thomas Ray Gannon 
Lynn H. & Jackie Lee Gardin 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen D. Gaston 
Mr. David L. Gates 
Mr. William Gates 
Mr. & Mrs. James Gayfield 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete George 
Georgia Pacific 
Mr. & Mrs. Erich B. Gerhardt 
Ms. Leah Settle Gibbs 
Mr. Gary W. Goodwin 
Mr. John S. Greenman 
Ms. Catherine A. Griffin 
Mr. Joe B. Griffin 
Doris Guill & William Chrystal 
Mr. William P. Guthrie 
Halifax County Dept of Tourism 
Ms. Anne C. Hamlett 
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Hamlett 
Ms. Rebecca Hanson 
Ms. Betsy Hanmer 
Mr. & Mrs. Keith A. Harkins 
Mr. Glen Harnden 
Ms. V. Emmeline Harper 
Ms. Laurie S. Harris 
Mr. Lawrence A. Hassler 
Mr. Frank Hauck 
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Hawfield 
David J. & Joan M. Healy
Mr. Jeff Helgeson
Mr. Don Hendrix 
Mr. Christopher K. Henry 
Mr. Carl J. Herkert, Jr. 
Ms. Sallie Hess 

Susan Lachcan & Apuleius Hillier 
Mr. & Mrs. Tony S. Hobbs 
Ms. Linda Hodge 
Capt & Mrs. Donald Hoffman 
Mr. Calvin E. Holden 
Mr. Harold B. Holman 
Ms. Patrice J. Holzman 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Hubbard 
Ms. Cheryl W. Hudson 
Ms. Genevieve Oliver Hughes 
Mr. John D. Humen 
Mrs. Susan D. Hunt 
Israelite House of David 
JES Foundation Repair
Ms. Peggy M. Johnson 
Ms. Mary Lou Johnson-Pizarro 
Mr. Patrick Henry Jolly 
Mr. Paul T. Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip A. Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel P. Jordan 
William & Grace Jordan 
Ms. Florence D. Kalbacker 
Mr. & Mrs. Oscar W. Kennedy 
Mr. J. Matthew Kenney 
Mr. Brian P. Keogh 
Keysville Ruritan Club 
Mr. Dennis P. King 
Leroy & Gail Kingman 
Mr. Roger Koopman 
Mr. Charles Krueger 
Mr. Daryl E. Lee 
Ms. Elizabeth M. Lee
Mr. Mark D. Lessard
Chris & Annie Libbey
Ms. Judith Jo Linenfelser 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomson Lipscomb 
Mr. Thomas E. Locke, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Lorence 
The Lucy Family 
Ms. Constance H. Lunsford 
Mr. Joseph S. Lunsford 
Lynchburg Bird Club 
Mr. William M. Lyons, Jr. 
John R. Maass, Ph.D. 
Donald R. & Judith Machen 
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Maddox 
Daniel R. Mauck Charitable Fund 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Maxey 
Robert & Judith Maxham 
Mr. Gregory May 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald W. Mayberry 
Mr. & Mrs. William N. Mays 
Mrs. Lois R. McCullough 

2017 Donors

Mr. & Mrs. John McKinney
Mr. Michael J. McLendon 
Mr. Ron Mehalko - Revolution Wear 
Sonny Merryman Inc 
The Military Order of the World Wars, 
Virginia Piedmont Chapter 
Luis R. & Ana M. Mola 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Keith Monroe 
Ms. Heather Moon
Dr. Thomas R. Morris 
Mr. Dennis Morrow 
Mr. Jack Mulkey 
Mr. George F. Naswadi 
Mr. Randall Neff 
Mr. Edward V. O’Connor 
Mr. Dennis J. O’Donoghue 
Ms. Jane G. Oakes 
Ms. Margaret M. O’Bryant 
Ms. Susan Oller 
Mr. Tim Olling 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce W. Olsen 
Mr. David C. Olsen 
Ms. Janet L. Olsen-Stearns 
Ms. Donna W. Osborne 
Mr. & Mrs. Jesse W. Overbey 
Mrs. Mary Pat Owen 
Mr. & Mrs. W. B. Owen 
Alan & Angela L. Payne 
Ms. Susan H. Pennington 
Mr. & Mrs. Cody Phillips 
Mr. George Brad Phillips 
Mrs. Betsey Plantholt
Dr. & Mrs. T. Joseph Pond 
Mr. Kelly C. Powell 
Ms. Elizabeth B. Price 
Mr. & Mrs. William S. Pugh
Ragged Robin Garden Club 
Mr. Charles Ragland 
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Randol 
Mr. Gregory Regelski 
Ms. Susan D. Rein 
Ms. Nancy S. Rettig 
Ms. Grace A. Rice 
Mr. Ronald R. Rogers 
Ms. Elizabeth Romanaux 
Mr. Paul Rose 
Mr. Glen L. Ryland 
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Scheafnocker 
Mr. Elmer W. Scheel, Jr. 
Mr. Michael Frank Scheuer $
Prof. D.C. & J. M. Schmauss 
Mr. Richard A. Schumann 
Ronald M. & Denise B. Schwartz
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2017 Donors

Douglas D. & Barbara S. Westmoreland 
Ms. Marjorie White 
Mr. Edwin H. Williams 
Harold Williams, CPA 
Ms. Hilda L. Wilson 
Roy R. Wimmer, Ph. D. 
Mr. Grant Winston 
Mr. E. Tayloe Wise 
Mr. William Withers 
Woodmen Life Chapter 179 
Wooldridge Heating, Air & Electrical 
Mr. Dean S. Worcester 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Wydner 
Ms. Lynne Yedinak 
Ms. Nancy K. Zook 
Ms. Barbara R. Zych 

In-kind Donations
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Baird
Mr. Stephen Barker
Mr. & Mrs. Read Charlton
Communication Design, Inc.
Ms. Jenny Foster
Mr. Patrick Henry Jolly
Mr. James Marstin
Mrs. Betsey Casey Metz
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Smith
Mr. Darrell St. John
Mr. Robert Vilushis

Gifts in Honor

Ray Baird
Mr. and Mrs. James Martsin

Terry Lusardi Colbert 
Mrs. Hope Marstin

James M. Conner
Sunday School Class at Mt. Laurel UMC

Kim Dean
Mr. Roy E. Davis

Betsy Hanmer
Joel L. and Aurelia E. Cathey

Ethan & Evan Hawker
Mr. William H. Fuller III

Patrick Henry Jolly
Mr. and Mrs. James Martsin

Robert E. Lee
Susan C. Warner

Hope Marstin
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Carwile
Mrs. Myra Trent

Joyce McDowell
Mrs. Phyllis Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. G. Zeb Holt

Patrick Henry Auxiliary
Mrs. Edith C. Poindexter

Edith C. Poindexter “Miz P.”
Mr. & Mrs. J. Marshall Henry, III
Mr. Cole R. Poindexter
Ms. Jane E. Snider 
Mr. James Waller

Red Hill Staff
Mrs. Edith C. Poindexter

Alys & John Shore
Ms. Jane G. Shore

Gene & Anne Smith
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Okin

Vaughn Smith
Hilda L. Wilson

Cara & Levi White
Marjorie White

Dr. Ray R. Wright
Joy Alice & John Morrow

Dottie Yates
Amelia H. Hancock
Kay Lucado

Gifts in Memoriam

Faye Beaver
Mr. Paul E. “Gene” Beaver

Dr. Val F. Borum
Mrs. Edith C. Poindexter

Ms. Elizabeth H. Scott 
Sentara Halifax
Ms. Gloria Sesso 
Mr. Lawson M. Shelton 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael S. Shepherd 
Mr. Philip O. Sheridan 
Mr. Steve Shrader 
Ms. Christine B. Sinkhorn
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. Smith
Ms. Susannah B. Smith 
Southside Virginia Community College 
Mr. Donald Stanaway 
Staunton River Masonic Lodge #155 
Staunton River Realty, LLC 
Mr. Everette A. Stoutner 
Mr. Kenneth W. Strehle 
Strikeforce Tire 
Mr. Dennis W. Sullivan 
Ms. Myrna Sullivan 
Lowell B. Sykes 
Mr. Toshio Takashima 
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Talbert 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Taylor 
Mr. Lynn Terry
Ms. Carol W. Thompson 
Ms. Elizabeth Thompson 
Mr. Jack Lee Thompson 
Mr. Alan Tibbs 
Mrs. Margaret K. Tibbs 
Mr. & Mrs. Randall L. 
Trautwein 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Trent
Ted Trent Company 
Mr. John T. Tucker III 
Mr. Mark F. Updike 
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Van Allen 
Mr. Otha H. Vaughan, Jr. 
Ms. Victoria Reed Vela 
Mr. Jeffrey E. Vineski 
Virginia Eagle Distributing Company 
 LLC
Virginia Farm Bureau 
Ms. V. Etta Virtue 
Robert C. Vogler
Clifford & Kathryn van Voorhees 
Mr. James F. Waller 
Mr. Thomas G. Ward 
Mr. Harry S. Warthen, III
Mr. Barry Wasser 
Dr. & Mrs. James P. Weaver 
Mr. William L. Wellons 
Scott G. & Patricia J. West 
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2017 Donors

Caroll N. Carwile 
Mrs. Mary C. Hanmer
Hat Creek Presbyterian Church
Mr. & Mrs. James Marstin
Mrs. Joyce H. McDowell 
Mrs. Edith C. Poindexter

Karen Danos
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Smith

Mr. Gene Dixon 
Mr. & Mrs. Cassel V. Adamson Jr. 
W.T. & Marjorie H. Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel P. Batchelor
BCG Companies
Robert E. & Annie J. Bryant
Buckingham Chamber of Commerce
Ms. Nancy Bunt
The Bank of Charlotte County
George V. Conner Jr. 
H. Frances Dixon
Elmore, Hupp, & Company, P.L.C.
Mr. & Mrs. Dexter Gilliam
Gena Greer
Joerg Hrabowski & Possehl Erzkontor 
Barry & Debra Jones
JoAnn & David Jones
Lori Kay
Employees of Kyanite Mining 
 Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. James Marstin
NAPA Auto Parts of Dillwyn, VA
Oak Ridge Fox Hunt Club
OL USA, LLC
Mrs. Edith C. Poindexter
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Smith
Elizabeth M. Steger
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Stevenson III
Kay & Kent Van Allen Jr. 
Mr. Preston C. Willson

Mr. & Mrs. James S. Easley
Mr. Jack Dunavant

Mrs. Rachel D. Elder
Maxine Elder Barnett

Zelia Pocahontas Fontaine
Cary Suzanne Lea

Mrs. Lorene Francis
Mr. & Mrs James Marstin

The Foundation also gratefully 
acknowledges the many gifts of 
money, time, and enthusiasm 

from members of the Auxiliary 
and the Descendants Branch.

Mrs. Anna Ruth Gentry
Mrs. Edith C. Poindexter

Garnett & Dorothy Harris
Anissa Trent

Mrs. Emily Henderson 
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Smith

Sydney Richard Henry
Deslyn & Robert O’Dell

Dr. James Huston
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Smith

Frances Voorhees Kelsey
Mrs. Patricia Schultz
Ms. Marjorie White

Agnes Meredith Lowry
Agnes Lee Lowry-Campbell 

Mr. Claiborn Marstin
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Holt

Mr. Buck Mason
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Holt
Mr. & Mrs. James Marstin
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Smith

Marilyn E. Moorhead
Mr. John David Moorhead

Margaret Henry Penick Nuttle
Elizabeth Romanaux

Ricky Pritt
Drug Store Grill 

Mr. Bill Rowland
Mrs. Roberta P. Horton

Melvin C. Vernon Jr. 
Jean Harper Vernon

Eva Vorous
James E. Vorous

Edith Poindexter 
Collections Fund

Ms. Rebecca Hines Bowling 
Ms. Joan L. Brooks 
Ms. Lucy S. Colebaugh 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip B. Collier 
Ms. Isabelle B. Duke 
Kirkwood Otey Chapter 10 United 
Daughters of the Confederacy 
Charlotte L. Lowther 
Mr. & Mrs. Nathaniel P. Neblett 
Mr. Blake C. Poindexter 
Mr. & Mrs. Cole Poindexter 
Ms. Pamela V. Scheetz 
Ms. Helen Talbert 
Ms. Frances E. Towberman 

In Memory of Marily E. Moorhead - Mr. 
John Davis Moorhead

In Honor of Daniel Fitts - Ms. Marlene 
Davis

In Honor of James River Chapter 
NSDAR - Mrs. Nancy B. Hunter

In Memory of Irvin Walker - Dr. & Mrs. 
Kenneth Powell 

In Memory of Carroll N. Carwile - Mrs. 
Edith C. Poindexter

In Memory of Virginia Dietz - Mrs. Edith 
C. Poindexter

In Honor of Edith Poindexter - Red Hill 
Chapter NSDAR
Mrs. Rachael P. Rutledge 

11



WWHS (Cont.)
(Continued from page 4)

or personal property to his numer-
ous offspring, thus fulfilling another 
aspect of the American Dream: being 
better off financially than one’s par-
ents. 
 The accessibility of land 
played a large role in achieving the 
American Dream. So did the right to 
life, liberty, and property, which, as 
the French philosopher, Montesquieu, 
stated, made British citizens “the fre-
est people in the the world.” Parlia-
ment’s attack on these basic British 
rights—starting with the Proclama-
tion line in 1763 (which threatened 
westward expansion), followed by the 
passage of the Stamp Act two years 
later, was looked upon by Patrick 
Henry as a threat to the American 
Dream.  
Upon declaring independence from 
Great Britain, the Foundings Fathers 
made sure that their new government 
was set up to protect the American 
Dream. This was done by insuring 
that each individual had the oppor-
tunity to pursue their own idea of 
happiness, which is seen in the Dec-
laration of Independence: “We hold 

these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights; that among these 
are life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness.” Though these basic concepts 
were not extended to slaves, it would 
eventually lead to their emancipation 
a century later. 
 After the war, Patrick Henry 
encouraged emigration as a speedy 
means of seeing Virginia grow and 
prosper, as well as to provide an asy-
lum for the oppressed and distressed.   
“Encourage the husbandmen, the 
mechanics, the merchants of the old 
world, to come and settle in this land 
of promise,” declared Henry to his 
fellow legislators. “They are already 
standing on tiptoe upon their native 
shores, and looking to your coasts 
with a wistful and longing eye—they 
see here a land blessed with natural 
and political advantages which are 
not equaled by those of any other 
country on earth—a land on which 
Providence hath emptied her horn 
of abundance…They see something 
more attractive than all this- they see 

a land in which liberty hath taken up 
her abode…let but this, our Celestial 
goddess, Liberty, stretch forth her 
fair hand toward the people of the 
old world-tell them to come, and bid 
them welcome.”
 Patrick Henry saw the 
American Dream threatened once 
more with the proposed U.S. Consti-
tution in 1787, as he believed it did 
not properly secure the basic rights 
of the individual, or of the States. He 
warned the delegates of the Virginia 
Ratifying Convention that “you are 
not to inquire how your trade may be 
increased, nor how you are to become 
a great and powerful people, but how 
your liberties can be secured.” For, as 
Henry believed, if liberty is secured, it 
would provide people the opportunity 
to prosper and the country to flour-
ish, thus continuing the American 
Dream. 
 Patrick Henry embodied 
the quintessential definition of the 
American Dream by living a life that 
focused on self-reliance and hard 
work. He once told a young man who 
was about to try his fortune in the 

world to “Be of good courage, and 
remember the best men always make 
themselves.” When Henry heard that 
one of his sons was intending to court 
the daughter of an affluent gentleman, 
he declared that he’d “rather see him 
independent by his own industry than 
ever so rich by the favor of any person 
he might marry.” To Patrick Henry, 
the American Dream was not just 
based on the acquisition of wealth, 
but contentment: “Go to the poor 

man,” he asked the members of the 
Virginia Ratifying Convention: “ask 
him what he does. He will inform you 
that he enjoys the fruits of his labor, 
under his own fig tree, with his wife 
and children around him, in peace 
and security.”  This biblical reference 
to the vine and fig tree that Patrick 
Henry evoked—that is, the idea to be 
left alone to develop and nurture one’s 
family and estate—was a dream that 
drove many of the first immigrants 

to the New World, and continues to 
do so to this day. As Alexis de Toc-
queville wrote in Democracy of Ameri-
ca (1835), “The American Dream is 
the charm of anticipated success.” 
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...a feast for all the other senses as well.

create a cozy and merry setting for the 
guests. The decorations, which are made 
almost entirely from materials found on 
the grounds in the tradition of the colo-
nial time period, were created especially 
by the Red Hill Garden Club. 
 As beautiful as the setting is, the 
event is a feast for all the other senses as 
well! This year, a string trio provided mu-
sic on the lawn for guests as they strolled 
from building to building. A delicious 
and hearty stew was served by the Char-
lotte County Lions Club to anyone who 
wanted a bowl, while the hearth kitchen 
was kept busy and bustling by Auxiliary 
members serving hot cider and cookies. 
Visitors were also invited to take a piece 
of the experience home with them in 
the form of a clove orange—a traditional 
18th century craft that combines the 
yummy scents of citrus and clove and can 
perfume a whole room throughout the 
holidays. 
 The lovely 55-degree-day also 
meant that there was plenty of fun to be 
had out-of-doors. While Living History 
demonstrations went on in each of the 
historic buildings, our wonderful docents 
also took to the lawns to tell kids and 
adults alike about daily pursuits like spin-
ning, and to teach those who had extra 
energy to spare how to play the tradition-

al lawn game of Patrick Henry’s day using 
a hoop and stick. 
 As always, the Patrick Henry 
Auxiliary held their yearly fundraiser 
selling handmade boxwood kissing balls 
and wreaths. These pieces are a popular 
item every year, made from Red Hill 
boxwood so that folks can take home a 
piece of the 18th century Christmas cheer 
for their own homes. (For those garden-
ers among us: did you know that you can 
often purchase propogated cuttings of our 
very own Red Hill boxwood and Osage 
Orange tree through our gift shop? They 
are available seasonally as the Red Hill 
Garden Club is able to produce them, so 
feel free to ask us about them next time 
you’re here!)
 Join us for next year’s Christmas 
Open House, we’ll see you on the first 
Sunday in December! 

Christmas Open House (Cont.)
(continued from cover)
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BBB (Cont.)
(Continued from page 5)

two-stepping, whirling, and twirling our 
more rhythmic attendees had to show off. 
 The seventh BB&B also marked the 
largest group yet of vendors—of both crafts 
and food—that the event has seen. There 
was something to please every palette, and 
to complement every beverage offering 
presented by our slate of craft breweries 
for those who purchased a tasting ticket. 
Artisan and craft vendors gave everyone a 
chance to start their holiday shopping with 
a number of unique and beautiful items for 
sale. 
 Aside from the Bluegrass, the Bar-
becue, and the Brew of it all, there were a 
myriad of other fun activities taking place 
across the grounds for visitors to peruse. 
Our docents offered tours of the buildings 
throughout the day and guests were able to 
explore the Visitor Center at their leisure. 
Author Jenny Cote was there doing signings 
of her newly released book The Voice, The 
Revolution, & The Key, which tells the story 
of Patrick Henry’s most famous speech 
through the frame of her exciting series The 

Epic Order of the Seven, and brings the his-
toric events of the Revolution alive for kids. 
 This year’s BB&B was attended by folks 
from at least 72 cities and towns across Vir-
ginia as well as visitors from 5 other states. 
Not a local? Start planning a visit for the 
Eighth Annual BB&B on November 3rd, 
2018 and help us make the map of attendees 
for this year even more diverse! This event is 
a great excuse to make the trip you’ve been 
thinking about happen!
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By Henry Mayer, author of Son of Thunder
Edited by Dr. James Elson, retired PHMF Director

Patrick Henry & 
Thomas Jefferson

 For this edition of “Faces 
of Red Hill” we interviewed Vice 
Chair of the Patrick Henry Memo-
rial Foundation Gene Smith, who 
recently marked his ten year anni-
versary serving on the Board. Gene, 
who has been a tireless supporter of 
the Foundation’s mission, shared that 
his relationship with Red Hill actu-
ally started long before he joined the 
Board. In fact, his first visit to Patrick 
Henry’s home was as a seven-year-
old boy, brought for a visit by his 
father. Also, he says, he is happy to 
have found other connections to the 
history of the place, saying “I am very 
proud of the fact that the minister at 
my church, Hat Creek Presbyterian, 
preached Patrick Henry’s funeral and 
that my four times great-grandfather, 

G e n e  S m i t h

In an effort to recognize the people whose devotion and passion keep the site running, the Newsletter
features a “Faces of Red Hill” series that introduces readers to the individuals who help Red Hill to thrive.

Faces oF 
RED HILL

...what are you waiting for?

Major John Irvin of Hat 
Creek, served under Henry in the 
Virginia militia.”
 Much has changed on the 
grounds since his visit as a boy, as 
preservation efforts have helped 
to restore and rebuild many of the 
structures that had been altered over 
the years, bringing them back to 
what they would have looked like in 
Henry’s day. But for the most part, 
the things that Gene loves best about 
the place are the ones that haven’t 
changed during those intervening 
years between his first childhood visit 
and his work for the Foundation now. 
His favorite places on the grounds 
are Patrick Henry’s grave and his law 
office, both original to the land from 
those final days of Henry’s life. 

Valid in person or by phone order. To receive this discount by phone, 
please ask for Melissa or Bonnie. Not valid for website purchases. 

 Asked what he thinks makes 
Red Hill so special, Gene says that 
“we have such a gem right here in 
southern Virginia---the last home 
and burial place of such an important 
founding father, Patrick Henry.” And 
he likes that “we are not huge like 
the homes of some other founders, 
but that is what makes us special--no 
glitz and glamour; just like it was 
when Henry chose to live here in the 
‘garden spot of the world.’” There is 
a timeless quality in the things that 
make Red Hill remarkable—they are 
the things that made Henry himself 
fall in love with it, and it’s what keeps 
visitors coming back time and again. 
If you haven’t yet discovered the 
magic—what are you waiting for?
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Upcoming 
Events
May 29th
Patrick henry’s Birthday
May 29th
13th Annual 
Naturalization Ceremony
Witness the final step in the process of 
becoming a naturalized U.S. Citizen, and 
welcome the new citizens as they 
celebrate their new status in the country, 
all on Patrick Henry’s 282nd birthday. 

Start planning your 
2018 trip to Red Hill! 
Start 2018 off right by scheduling a group tour or 

living history experience for your class, club, or other 

organization! You can plan a special visit for your group 

by getting in contact with us any time by phone at 1-800-

514-7463 or by email at info@redhill.org.
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