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Largest Christimas Open
House Yet Ended 2017

Red Hill greeted the holiday season at the end of 2017 with our
best-attended Christmas Open House yet. 300 guests ooded the Red Hill
grounds on a beautiful, sunny Sunday in December to see the house and
Visitor Center decked out in festive, 18th century holiday decorations. e
Christmas Open House is always a special time of year, as the buildings,
adorned with holly, fruit, boxwood, and candles, (continued on page 13)
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e Patrick Henry Me-

posed Henry’s Stamp Act Reso-

morial Foundation has recently lutions, as well as his resolution

acquired two interesting and
heretofore unpublished letters
written by Patrick Henry.

e rst letter, which
is in good condition and still
bears traces of the sealing wax
used by Henry, was purchased
through an auction house
from a private collection in
Arlington, Virginia. e letter
is addressed to Robert Carter
Nicholas, who was a burgess,
lawyer, and Treasurer for the
colony of Virginia. A conser-
vative patriot, Nicholas and
Henry rarely saw eye to eye on
political matters. He had op-

to raise independent militia
companies during the 2nd Va.
Convention. Nicholas was also
the only man in the 5th Vir-
ginia Convention not to vote
for Independence. Neverthe-
less, he wasa rm defender of
colonial rights. It was Nicholas
who introduced the resolution
before the House of Burgesses
calling for a day of “fasting,
humiliation, and prayer” to
coincide with the closing of the
port of Boston.

In 1771, Robert C.
Nicholas turned over his law
practice to Patrick Henry, due
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Second of Two Recently
Acquired Henry Letters

“Charlotte Dec. 13, 1792
Dear Sir,
It gives me no small degree of regret that in return for your agreeable communi-
cations | am about only to give you trouble. Col. Syme with whom you know my
connection furnished Wm. Aylett the Continental Commissary a large quantity
of our the war, necessary said since Col. Aylett’s death his
son is marryd to my daughter and so I am connected with both parties- A Writ
was brought by Col. Syme against Philip Aylett, my son in law,
____torecover the amount of the our, but the opinion of the court was discov-
ered to be that as Col. Wm. Aylett acted as a public agent his executor could not
be charged with the contract and that it ought to be a charge against the United
States- agreeably to this sentiment Col. Syme now makes his application and if
you judge sent from documents should be

as a singular favor if you would __ the assistance that it will thea air congress | shall

be highly grati ed because thereby future contentions will be avoided.
Give me leave to trouble you further by recommending General Joseph Martin as a proper person to be trusted with Indian
a airs, especially those which relate to the Cherokees. He was agent for this state during the war, and at every hazard
persevered so as to prevent any material damage from that Tribe, altho’ e orts backed by cart presents were incessantly
used by our enemys to incite them to hostilities. He tells me he can in uence Watt their leader to go to Congress and is very
sanguine in his opinion that a war with that Nation may be avoided by proper management of them. is, | know he is
capable of or I would not recommend him.  us, you see how much trouble I have given you, But | entreat you not to be
discouraged from a correspondence with me and will endeavor in the future progress to render it less bothersome. Believe
me my dear with every sentiment of regard and attachment your friend and servant

P. Henry”

...I must trust in your goodness and candor...
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